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Ge  N  T  LEM  E  N, 


TH  E  truth  of  the  doctrine, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  the  prac¬ 
tice,  contained,  and  recommended 
in  the  following  fheets,  are  perfect¬ 
ly  well  known  to  you. 


This  is  one  realbn  why  I  have 
prefixed  your  names  to  them. 

But  I  have  another,  and  that 
to  me  a  more  powerful  one.  Edu- 

A  a  cated 


D  E  D  I  C  AT  I  O  N. 

cated  in  the  fame  Hofpital,  we 
have  paffed  the  greater  part  of  our 
lives  in  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of 
friendly  communication :  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  embrace  this,  and 
every  opportunity  of  teftifying  how 
pleafing  fuch  correfpondence  has 
al  ways  been,  and  ftill  is,  to, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  Jincere  Friend , 

And  mojl  Obedient  Servant , 


Pe  r  ci  v all  Pott. 


Watling-ftreet, 

oa.  1765. 


jjf  \C  has  been  faid,  that  when  a 
man  thinks  that  he  can ,  by  pub- 
lifhing  his  opinion ,  derive  any  bene¬ 
fit  to  his  fellow-creatures ,  he  has  no 
reafon  to  be  anxious  about  making 
an  apology  for  fuch  publication . 


'This,  within  a  certain  limitation , 
is  true ;  but  taken  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent,  may  be  urged  as  an  excufe  for 
obtruding  that  on  the  world ,  which 
may  not  be  worth  its  acceptance . 


Pojjlbly  the  following  Sheets  may 
he  thought  to  come  within  that  pre¬ 
dicament . 

The  only  defence  I  have  to  make 
for  them  is ,  that  from  the  mofi  di¬ 
ligent  and  mojl  frequent  inquiry  in¬ 
to  the  general  method  of  treating 
the  difeafe  in  quefiion ,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  that  fuch  method  may  be 
confderably  improved ;  that  is,  may 
be  rendered  lefs  painful,  more  ex¬ 
peditious,  and  more  fuccefsful. 

j. 

I  Jhould  be  very  forry  to  have  it 
thought ,  that  I  meant  by  this  to  fig- 
nify,  that  my  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jeEl  is  different  from  that  of  all 
my  brethren  ;  I  know  it  is  not :  I 
know,  that  there  are  fome  gentle- 
men  of  the  prof  effort,  who  think  of 
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it  as  I  do  •  but  1  alfo  know ,  that 
a  very  different  doSlrine  is  incul - 
cated.  and  a  very  different  method 
followed ,  by  the  majority  of  writers , 
praElitioners ,  and  teachers , 

The  number  of  thofe  who  have 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  fee¬ 
ing  this  kind  of  difeafe ,  is  not 
large ,  compared  to  that  of  thofey 
who  are  daily  liable  to  be  called  to 
the  care  of  it :  the  number  of  thofe 
who  refleEl  on  what  they  fee ,  or 
read ,  and  who  take  the  liberty  of 
thinking  for  themfelves ,  is  fill 
fmaller  ;  fo  that  the  precepts  deli¬ 
vered  by  fuch  as  have  obtained  any 
degree  of  reputation ,  do  almof  ne- 
ceffarily  become  rules  of  practice  to 
the  multitude. 
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1  have  on  this  occajion ,  carefully 
perufed  almojl  every  writer  of  cha- 
raEler  on  the  JuhjeEl ;  and  think , 
that  I  may  venture  to  fay ,  that 
they  are  all  either  defective ,  or  er¬ 
roneous  :  they  either  pafs  the  difeafe 
over  fight  ly,  and  without  that  re¬ 
gard ,  which  it  certainly  requires, 
and  deferves ;  or  fubjeEl  it  to  a 
method  of  cure ,  which  is  operofe , 
painful ,  tedious ,  and  unnecejfarily 
froduElive  of  future  evil. 

’The  term  Cutting  for  a  Fijlula , 
conveys  to  a  patient  a  terrible  idea  ; 
and  this  terror  is  not  a  little  in - 
creafed  by  his  incapacity  of  feeing 
the  part  difeafed.  The  majority  of 
writers  have  greatly  increafed  ra-t 
ther  than  leffened  this  dread :  and 


as 


as  the  operation  is  ( under  their  di~ 
reBions )  fometimes  performed it  is 
indeed  a  very  fevere  one  :  a  great 
part  of  this  feverity  appears  to 
me  to  be  unneceffary  ;  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking ,  that  a  more  ferious 
reflexion  on  the  parts  concerned  in 
the  difeafey  and  on  its  different 
nature ,  in  different  flates  and  cir- 
cumflancesy  would  lead  us  to  a  more 
rational  method  of  treatistg  it ,  and 
to  a  more  eajy  and  expeditious 
cure . 

To  point  fuch  method  out  is  the 

intention  of  the  following  traB. 

\  '  ' 

In  the  execution  of  it ,  I  have 
fometimes  found  my f elf  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  controverting  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  fome  gentlemen  of  deferved 

emi- 


eminence :  if  I  have  done  this  with 
decency  and  good  manner s,  no  apo¬ 
logy  is  necejfary.  Lhe  honour  of 
our  art ,  and  the  moral  characters 
of  its  profejfors  fuffer>  whenever 
we  pay  fo  blind  deference  to  any  one , 
as  prevents  us  from  ufng  our  own 
judgments ,  and  from  declaring  free¬ 
ly  the  refult  of  our  inquiries  or  ex¬ 
periments.  'Truth,  as  Lord  Bacon 
has  faidy  is  not  the  child  of  authority , 
but  of  time.  And  were  we  to  al¬ 
low  our f elves  to  fuppofey  (let  the 
fubjeB  be  what  it  may ,  provided  it 
be  liable  to  experiment)  that  no¬ 
thing  morey  or  new ,  could  be  taught , 
it  is  pretty  clear ,  that  nothing  more , 
or  newy  would  be  learnt. 


I  therefore  hopey  that  the  free¬ 
dom  which  I  have  ufedy  either  in 
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relating  the  opinions ,  or  in  objeB- 
ing  to  the  pra&ice  of  others ,  will  not 
be  attributed  to  an  invidious  difpo- 
ftion  to  fnd  fault  ;  but  merely  to 
a  defire  of  being  ferviceable  to  man- 
hind  in  that  way ,  in  which ,  I  fat¬ 
ter  my ) elf  that  I  may  be,  in  fame 
degree  capable  ;  and  of  improving, 
as  much  as  in  me  lies ,  the  very  ne- 
ceffary ,  and  univerfally-ufeful  Sci¬ 
ence ,  of  SURGE  RT. 
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OF  THE 
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Fistula  in  Ano4 

SECT.  1. 

LEAR  and  precife  definitions  of 
difeafes,  and  the  application  of 
fuch  names  to  them  as  are  ex- 
preffive  of  their  true  -and  real 
nature,  are  of  more  confequence  than 
they  are  generally  imagined  to  be :  untrue 
or  imperfect  ones  occafion  falfe  ideas  j  and 
falfe  ideas  are  generally  followed  by  erro¬ 
neous  practice* 

It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  produce 
inftances  of  diforders,  whofe  treatment 
has,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  been  ac~ 
com  mo  dated  more  to  the  titles  impofed 
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upon  them,  than  to  their  true  and  real 
character  :  among  thefe,  my  prefent  fubjeCt 
is  a  moil  glaring  proof. 

The  cuftom  of  giving  the  appellation  of 
Fiftuia  to  every  impoftumation,  and  to  eve¬ 
ry  collection  of  matter  formed  near  to  the 
Anus,  has,  by  conveying  a  falfe  notion  of 
them,  been  productive  of  fuch  methods 
of  treating  them,  as  (tho*  perhaps  fuited 
to  fuch  idea,)  are  diametrically  oppofite 
to  thofe  which  ought  to  be  purfued :  fuch 
as  have  often  rendered  thofe  cafes  tedious 
and  painful,  which  might  have  been  cured 
eafily  and  expeditioufly  •,  and  confequent- 
ly  fuch  as  have  brought  difgrace  on  our 
art,  and  unneceffary  trouble  on  mankind, 

A  small  orifice  or  outlet  from  a  large, 
or  deep  cavity,  difcharging  a  thin  gleet, 
or  fanies,  made  a  coniiderable  part  of  the 
idea,  which  our  anceftors  had  of  a  ’fiftu- 
lous  fore,  wherever  feated.  With  the 
term  fiftulous  they  always  conneCled  a  no¬ 
tion  of  calloiity j  and  therefore  whenever 
they  found  fuch  a  kind  of  opening,  yield¬ 
ing  fuch  fort  of  difcharge,  and  attended 
with  any  degree  of  induration,  they  ca: led 
the  complaint  a  Fiftuia,  Imagining  this 

cal- 
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callofity  to  be  a  difeafed  alteration  made  in 
the  very  ftrudure  of  the  parts,  they  had 
no  conception  that  it  could  be  cured  by 
any  means,  but  by  removal  with  a  cut¬ 
ting  inftrument,  or  by  deftrudion  with 
efcharotics  :  and  therefore  they  immedi¬ 
ately  attacked  it  with  knife  or  cauftic,  in 
order  to  accomplifh  one  of  thefe  ends  .: 
and  very  terrible  work  (by  their  own  ac¬ 
counts)  they  often  made  before  they  did 
accomplifli  it. 

Several  of  the  abovementioned  circum- 
flances  do  frequently  attend  coiledions  of 
matter  near  to  the  redum  ;  and  therefore, 
for  want  of  proper  attention  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  cafe,  the  cuftom  of  calling 
them  all  Fiftulae  has  generally  prevailed, 
though  without  any  foundation,  in  truth? 
or  nature. 

That  abfceffes  formed  near  the  fun¬ 
dament  do  fometimes,  from  bad  habits, 
from  extreme  negled,  or  from  grofs 
miftreatment,  become  fiflulous,  is  certain^ 
but  the  majority  of  them  have  not  at  firfl: 
any  one  charader  or  mark  of  a  true  fiftula ; 
nor  can  without  the  mod  fupine  negled: 
on  the  fide  of  the  patient,  or  the  mod:  ig- 
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norant  mifmanagement  on  the  part  of  the 
furgeon,  degenerate,  or  be  converted  into 
one. 

Collections  of  matter  from  inflam¬ 
mation  (wherever  formed)  if  they  be  not 
opened  in  time,  and  in  a  proper  manner, 
do  often  burft :  the  hole,  through  which 
the  matter  finds  vent,  is  generally  finall  $ 
and  not  often  fituated  in  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient,  or  mod  dependant  part  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  :  it  therefore  is  unfit  for  the  difcharge 
of  all  the  contents  of  the  abfcefs;  and 
inftead  of  clofing,  contracts  itfelf  to  a 
fmaller  fize ;  and  becoming  hard  at  its 
edges,  continues  to  drain  off  what  is  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  undigefted  fides  of  the  ca¬ 
vity. 

This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  moft 
mufcular,  or  fleftiy  parts  of  the  body, 
where  the  cellular  and  adipofe  membrane 
does  not  abound ;  but  is  more  particular¬ 
ly  fo  in  the  neigbourhood  of  the  anus, 
where  that  membrane  is  large  in  quantity, 
well  flocked  with  fat,  and  not  corpprefled 
by  the  action  pf  any  large  or  ftrong 
mufcles, 

X  v*  —  1r  i  4  ■  * 
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Why  critical  defluxions,  and  abfcefles 
are  frequently  formed  in  this  part,  is  fo  ob¬ 
vious  to  every  one  who  confiders  its  na¬ 
tural  Arudlure,  that  it  muff  be  quite  un- 
necefiary  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
it:  I  fhail  therefore  only  obferve,  that 
when  it  becomes  the  feat  of  fuch  kind 
of  defluxion,  it  can  make  little  or  no  re¬ 
fill;  an  ce  ;  but  immediately  fwells,  and  be¬ 
comes  hard  to  a  confiderable  extent :  and 
although  impoflumation  is  very  frequent- 
ly  the  confequence,  yet  the  induration  ex¬ 
tending  itfelf  a  good  way  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  abfcefs,  the  firA  fuppura- 
tion  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  fuch  hardnefs ;  efpecially,  if  in- 
ftead  of  being  opened  properly,  the  fkia 
has  been  fuffered  to  burA. 

i  ...  . 

The  fmalnefs  of  this  accidental  ori¬ 
fice  ;  the  hardnefs  of  its  edges;  its  being 
found  to  be  the  outlet  from  a  deep  cavi¬ 
ty  5  the  daily  difcharge  of  a  thin,  gleety, 
difcoloured  kind  of  matter  ;  and  the  in¬ 
duration  of  the  parts  round  about,  have 
all  contributed  to  raife,  and  confirm  the 
idea  of  a  true  AAula. 
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To  this  idea  the  general  treatment  of 
thefe  cafes  has  therefore  been  made  to  ac¬ 
cord:  upon  this  has  been  built  the  prevail¬ 
ing  doCtrine  of  free  excifion,  or  as  free  de- 
ftruCtion ;  without  any  regard  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  production  of  the  complaint ;  its  parti¬ 
cular  feat;  its  date  ;  or  any  other  attendant 
circumftances :  and  without  examining 
whether  it  would  not  admit  a  more  eafy} 
and  a  more  expeditious  method  of  cure. 
In  fhort,  this  notion  that  all  finufes  near 
the  re&um  are  neceffarily  fiftulous,  has 
occafioned  the  prefcription  of  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  them,  from  their  very  firft 
appearance,  as  they  can  hardly  ever  ftand 
in  need  of  at  any  time :  and  a  mere  ill- 
founded  fuppofition,  that  the  induration 
of  the  parts  about,  may  be  owing  to  a 
difeafed  callofity,  is  urged  as  a  reafon  for 
ufing  them  with  more  feverity  than  even 
fuch  date  would  require. 


SECT.  II, 

WHOEVER  would  obtain  a  true 
notion  of  the  difeafe  in  queftion* 
mud  confider  it  under  all  the  forms  in 

which 
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which  it  makes  its  appearance.'  Thefe, 
which  are  many,  and  various,  (both  with 
regard  to  afpedt,  fituation,  and  fymptoms) 
are  what  {hew  the  different  nature  of  the 
complaint  in  different  ftates  $  and  are  the 
circumftances  which  ought  to  regulate  a 
furgeon’s  condudt  in  the  care  of  it. 

Sometimes  the  attack  is  made  with 
fymptoms  of  high  inflammation ;  with 
pain,  fever,  rigor,  &c.  and  the  abfcefs 
proves  truly  critical  ^  that  is,  it  becomes 
a  folution  of  the  fever. 

In  this  cafe,  a  part  of  the  buttock  near 
to  the  anus  is  confiderably  fwollen,  and 
has  a  large,  circumfcribed  hardnefs.  In 
a  fhort  time  the  middle  of  this  hardnefs 
becomes  red,  and  inflamed,  and  in  the 
center  of  it  matter  is  formed. 

This  (in  the  language  of  our  ance- 
ftors)  is  called  in  general  a  Phlegmon  $ 
but  when  it  appears  in  this  particular  part* 
a  Phyma. 

The  pain  is  fometimes  greats  the  fe¬ 
ver  high,  the  tumor  large,  and  exquifitely 
tender ;  but  however  difagreeable  the  ap¬ 
pearances 
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pearances  may  have  been;  or  however 
high  the  fymptoms  may  have  riftri,  before 
iuppuration  ;  yet  when  that  end  is  fair¬ 
ly  and  fully  accomplifhed,  the  patient  ge^ 
nerally  becomes  eafy,  and  cool ;  and  the 
matter  formed  under  fuch  circumftances, 
though  it  may  be  plentiful,  yet  is  good. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  external  parts, 
after  much  pain,  attended  with  fever, 
iicknefs,  &c.  are  fometimes  attacked  with 
confiderable  inflammation,  but  without 
any  of  that  circumfcribed  hardnefs,  which 
characterized  the  preceding  tumor ;  in- 
ftead  of  which,  the  inflammation  is  ex¬ 
tended  largely,  and  the  ildn  wears  an  ery- 
fipelatous  kind  of  an  appearance.  In  this, 
the  difeafe  is  more  fuperficial  ;  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  matter  fmall,  and  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  doughy,  to  a  confiderable  extent. 

Sometimes,  inftead  of  either  of  the 
preceding  appearances,  there  is  formed  iri 
this  part  what  the  French  call  line  j up- 
pur  at  ion  gangreneufe  ;  in  which  the  cel¬ 
lular  and  adipofe  membrane  is  affedted  in 
the  fame  manner  as  it  is  in  the  difeafe 
called  a  Carbuncle. 
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In  this  cafe,  the  fkip  is  of  a  dufky  reel* 
or  purple  kind  of  color  ;  and  although 
harder  than  when,  in  a  natural  ftate,  yet 
it  has  by  no  means  that  degree  of  tenfion 
or  refinance  which  it  has  either  in  the 
phlegmon,  or  in  the  eryfipelas. 

The  patient  has  generally  at  firffc  & 
hard,  full,  jarring  pulfe,  with  great  thirft* 
and  very  fatiguing  reftleffnefs.  If  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  be  not  flopped,  or 
the  patient  relieved  by  medicine,  the  pulfe 
foon  changes  into  an  unequal,  low,  faul- 
tring  one.;  and  the  ftrength,  and  the  fpi- 
fits  fink  in  fuch  manner  as  to  imply  great, 
and  immediately  -  impending  mifehiefe 
The  matter  formed  under  the  ikin  fo  al¬ 
tered  is  fmall  in  quantity,  and  bad  in  qua¬ 
lity  ;  and  the  adipofe  membrane  is  gan¬ 
grenous,  and  floughy  throughout  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  difcoloration*  This  generally 
happens  toperfons  whofe  habit  is  either  na¬ 
turally  bad,  or  rendered  fo  by  intemperance* 

In  each  of  thefe  different  affedlions, 
the  whole  malady  is  often  confined  to  the 
fkin  and  cellular  membrane  underneath 
it ;  and  no  other  fymptoms  attend,  than 
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the  ufual  general*  ones  ;  or  fuch  as  arife 
from  the  formation  of  matter  or  Houghs 
in  the  part  immediately  affedted.  But  it 
alfo  often  happens,  that  added  to  thefe, 
the  patient  is  made  unhappy  by  com¬ 
plaints  arifing  from  an  influence,  which 
fuch  mifchief  has  on  parts  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  difeafe ;  fuch  as  the  uri¬ 
nary  bladder,  the  vagina,  the  urethra,  the 
hemorrhoidal  veffels,  and  the  redtum ; 
producing  retention  of  urine,  ftrangury, 
dyfury,  bearing  -  down,  tenefmus,  piles, 
diarrhoea,  or  obftinate  coftivenefs  :  which 
complaints  are  fometimes  fo  preffing  as 
to  claim  all  our  attention.  On  the  other 
hand,  large  quantities  of  matter,  and  deep 
Houghs  are  fometimes  formed,  and  great 
devaluation  committed  on  the  parts  about 
the  redtum,  with  little  or  no  previous  pain, 
tumor,  or  inflammation. 

Sometimes  the  difeafe  makes  its  firft 
appearance,  in  an  induration  of  the  it  in 
near  to  the  verge  of  the  anus;  but  with¬ 
out  pain,  or  alteration  of  color;  which 
hardnefs  gradually  foftens  and  fuppurates: 
the  matter,  when  let  out,  in  this  cafe,  is 
fmall  in  quantity,  good  in  quality,  and 
the  fore  is  fuperficial,  clean,  and  weli- 
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conditioned.  An  the  contrary,  it  now 
and  then  happens,  that  although  the  pain 
is  but  little,  and  the  inflammation  appa¬ 
rently  flight,  yet  the  matter  is  large  in 
quantity,  bad  in  quality,  extremely  offen- 
five,  and  proceeds  from  a  deep,  crude 

hollow,  which  bears  an  ill-natured  afpedh 
• 

The  place  alfo  where  the  abfcefs  points, 
and  where  the  matter,  if  let  alone,  would 
burft  its  way  out ;  is  various,  and  uncer¬ 
tain.  Sometimes  it  is  in  the  buttock,  at 
a  difiance  from  the  anus  $  at  other  times 

1 

near  its  verge,  or  in  the  perineum  :  and 
this  difcharge  is  made  fometimes  from 
one  orifice  only ;  fometimes  from  feveral. 
In  fome  cafes,  there  is  not  only  an  open¬ 
ing  through  the  skin  externally,  but  an¬ 
other  through  the  inteftine  into  its  cavi¬ 
ty  :  in  others,  there  is  only  one  orifice, 
and  that  either  external,  or  internal. 

V 

Sometimes  the  matter  is  formed  at  a 
confiderabie  difiance  from.’  the  rectum, 
which  is  not  even  laid  bare  by  it :  at 
others,  it  is  laid  bare  only,  and  not  per¬ 
forated  y  it  is  alfo  fometimes  not  only  de¬ 
nuded,  but  pierced ;  and  that  in  more 
places  than  one.  The  original  feat  of  the 

C  2  -  mif- 


(  12  ) 

mifchief  is  in  fome  cafes  high  up  in  the 
pelvis,  near  the  lower  vertebrae  of  the 
loins,  and  the  os  facrum ;  and  the  matter 
comes  from  parts  fo  difeafed,  and  fo  out 
of  reach,  that  the  cafe  is  hopelefs  from 
the  firft.  Thefe  dilcharges  are  to  fome 
perfons  falutary,  and  prove  folutions  of 
general  difeafes,  which  have  long  infefted 
the  habit.  To  others  they  often  prove 
fatal,  by  exhaufting  the  frnall  remains  of 
ftrength.  If  the  difeafe  has  its  founda- 
tion  in  the  lues  venerea  (which  is  not  a 
very  uncommon  cafe)  it  frequently  com- 
municates  with  the  urethra,  and  neck  of 
the  bladder,  producing  great  difturbance, 
and  mifery  to  the  patient.  And  fometimes 
it  happens,  that  fiftulous  openings  near  the 
anus  give  difcharge  to  a  fanies  proceed¬ 
ing  from  a  cancerous  ftate  of  fome  of  the 
parts  within  the  pelvis, 

/ 

Whoever  attends  to  this  variety  of 
ftates  and  circumftances,  mu  ft  be  con- 
vinced  that  no  one  particular  method  can 
feit  them  all  ;  but  that  in  this,  as  in  ma¬ 
ny  other  cafes,  the  furgeon’s  conduit  muft 
be  varied  occafionally  ;  and  adapted  to 
the  exigencies  of  each  individual, 

SECT, 
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SECT.  III. 

IT  very  feldom  happens,  when  inflam¬ 
matory  defluxions  are  made  on  the 
cellular  membrane  furrounding  the  in- 
teftine  redtum,  that  it  is  in  our  power 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  matter:  nor 
if  it  was,  would  it  often  be  right  fo  to 
do  $  as  thefe  abfcefles  feldom  happen  to 
any  body,  to  whom  they  are  not,  at  leaft 
a  temporary  relief. 

All  confideration  therefore  of  that 
kind  is  generally  out  of  the  queftion ; 
and  our  bufinefs,  if  called  to  it  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  mult  be  to  moderate  the  fymp- 
toms,  to  forward  the  fuppuration,  when 
the  matter  is  formed,  to  let  it  out,  and 
to  treat  the  fore  in  fuch  manner,  as  {hall 
be  molt  likely  to  produce  a  fpeedy,  and 
lafting  cure. 

When  there  are  no  fymptoms  which 
require  particular  attention,  and  all  that 
we  have  to  do  is  to  aflifl:  the  maturation 
of  the  tumor,  a  foft  poultice  is  the  bell 
application.  When  the  difeafe  is  fairly  of 

the 
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the  phlegmonoid  kind,  the  thinner  the 
Ikin  is  fuffered  to  become  before  the  ab- 
fcefs  be  opened,  the  better  5  as  the  indu¬ 
ration  of  the  parts  about  will  thereby  be 
the  more  diffolved  $  and  confequently 
there  will  be  the  lefs  to  do  after  fuch 
opening  has  been  made.  This  kind  of 
tumor  is  generally  found  in  people  of 
full,  fanguine  habits  :  and  who  therefore, 
if  the  pain  be  great,  and  the  fever  high, 
will  bear  evacuation,  both  by  phleboto¬ 
my,  and  gentle  cathartics :  which  is  not 
often  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  are  faid  to 
be  of  bilious  conftitutions  y  in  whom  the 
inflammation  is  of  larger  extent,  and  in 
which  the  fkin  wears  the  yellowifh  tint 
of  the  eryfipelas  :  perfons  of  fuch  kind 
of  habit,  and  in  fuch  circumftances,  be¬ 
ing  in  general  feldom  capable  of  bearing 
large  evacuation. 

The  obfervation  is  general  with  regard 
to  eryfipelatous  inflammations  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  and  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  this. 

I  MAY  poflibly  be  cenfured  for  flap¬ 
ping  out  of  my  way  to  mention  it,  but 
it  is  a  truth  of  fo  much  importance  to 

many, 
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many,  and  I  have  feen  fuch  melancho¬ 
ly  inftances  from  its  being  not  known,  or 
not  attended  to  5  that  my  intention  muft 
plead  my  excufe. 

This  kind  of  inflammation  (I  mean, 
the  eryfipelatous)  generally  makes  its  at¬ 
tack  with  naufea,  vomiting,  flight  rigor, 
heat,  thirft,  and  reftleflhefs. 

The  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  heat  of 
fkin,  are  indications  for  fome  degree  of 
evacuation,  and  indeed  fometimes  render 
it  requifite ;  but  it  is  a  very  prevailing 
opinion  with  many  praftitioners,  that  thefe 
evacuations  fliould  be  freely  made,  and 
frequently  repeated :  in  fhort,  that  the 
cure  of  this  kind  of  inflammation  is  fafe* 
ly  to  be  effedted  by  them  ;  which  is  fo 
far  from  being  true,  that  the  practice  has 
proved  fatal  to  many.  If,  for  inftance, 
blood  be  drawn  off  in  fuch  quantity  as 
that  the  patient’s  pulfe  finks  fuddenly ; 
or  if  his  ftrength  be  confiderably  reduced 
by  purging,  it  is  no  very  uncommon 
thing  for  the  inflammation  to  leave  the 
part  firft  affedted,  and  for  fuch  complaints 
to  come  on  immediately,  as  foon  prove 
deftrudtive,  and  afford  no  opportunity  to 

repair 
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repair  the  mifchief  which  the  evacuation 
has  produced., 

When  the  inflammation  is  of  this  kind, 
the  quantity  of  matter  formed  is  fmall, 
compared  to  the  frze  and  extent  of  the 
tumor  ;  the  difeafe  is  rather  a  floughy, 
putrid  ftate  of  the  cellular  membrane, 
than  an  impoftumation ;  and  therefore 
the  fooner  it  is  opened,  the  better;  if  we 
wait  for  the  matter  to  make  a  point,  we 
(hall  wait  for  what  will  not  happen  ;  at 
leaft,  not  till  after  a  confiderable  length  of 
time  ;  during  which,  the  difeafe  in  the 
membrane  will  extend  itfelf,  and  confe- 
quently  the  cavity  of  the  linus  or  abfcefs 
be  thereby  greatly  increafed. 

When  inftead  of  either  of  the  pre*= 
ceding  appearances,  the  ikin  wears  a 
dufky,  purplifh-red  color  ;  has  a*  doughy, 
u&refi  fling  kind  of  feel,  and  is  very  little 
fenfible  ;  when  thefe  circumftances  are 
joined  with  an  unequal,  faultring  kind  of 
pulfe;  irregular  fhiverings  ;  a  great  failure 
of  ftrength,  and  fpirits,  and  inclination  to 
dofe ;  the  cafe  is  formidable,  and  the 
event  generally  fatal. 


The 
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The  habit,  in  thefe  circumftances,  is 
always  bad  ;  fometimes  from  nature,  but 
much  more  frequently  from  gluttony,  and 
intemperance.  What  afiiftance  art  can 
lend  muft  be  adminiftered  fpeedily  ;  eve¬ 
ry  minute  is  of  confequence  ;  and  if  the 
difeafe  be  not  foon  (lopped,  the  patient 
will  fink.  Here  is  no  need  for  evacua¬ 
tion  of  any  kind  ;  recourfe  muft  be  im¬ 
mediately  had  to  medical  affiftance  ;  the 
part  affeded  fhould  be  frequently  fomen¬ 
ted  with  hot  fpirituous  fomentations ; 
large  and  deep  incifion  (hould  be  made 
into  the  difeafed  part ;  and  the  applica¬ 
tions  made  to  it  (hould  be  of  the  warmeft* 
moft  antifeptic  kind. 

This  alfo  is  a  general  kind  of  obfer- 
vation  ;  and  equally  applicable  to  the  fame 
fort  of  difeafe  in  any  part  of  the  body. 
Our  anceftors  have  thought  fit  to  call  it 
in  fome  a  Carbuncle,  and  in  others  by 
other  names ;  but  it  is  (wherever  feat- 
ed)  really  and  truly  a  gangrene  of  the  cel¬ 
lular,  and  adipofe  membrane  :  it  always 
implies  great  degeneracy  of  habit  $  and 
moft  commonly  ends  ill. 

a* 

'  '  .  /  .  ‘  ’  '  ■  .  ' 
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Strangury-,  dyfury,  and  even  total 
retention  of  urine,  are  no  very  uncom¬ 
mon  attendants  upon  abfeefles  forming 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  redtum  and 
bladder;  more  efpecially,  if  the  feat  of 
them  be  near  the  neck  of  the  latter. 

They  fometimes  continue  from  the  firft 
attack  of  the  inflammation,  until  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  formed,  and  has  made  its  way  out¬ 
ward  ;  and  fometimes  lafl  a  few  hours 
only. 

The  two  former  mod  commonly  are 
eafily  relieved  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  and 
the  ufe  of  gum  arable,  with  nitre.  See. 
But  the  lafl:,  (the  total  retention)  is,  while 
it  continues,  both  fatiguing  and  alarming. 
—They  who  have  not  often  feen  this 
cafe,  generally  have  immediate  recourfeto 
the  catheter  :  and  for  this  they  plead  the 
authority  of  precept :  but  the  pradtice  is 
fo  eflentially  wrong ;  and  I  have  feen 
fuch  terrible  confequences  from  it,  that  I 
cannot  help  entering  my  proteft  againft  it. 

The  neck  of  the  bladder,  from  its  vici¬ 
nity  to  the  parts  where  the  inflammation 

is 
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is  featcd;  and  from  its  being  involved  in 
the  fame  common  membrane,  does  cer¬ 
tainly  participate,  in  fome  degree,  of  the 
faid  inflammation.  This  will,  in  fome 
meafure,  account  for  the  complaint :  but 
whoever  confiders  the  extremely  irritable 
ftate  of  the  parts  compofing  that  part  of 
the  urethra,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  fo  to 
call  it)  and  will,  at  the  fame  time,  reflect 
on  the  amazing,  and  well-known  efteds 
of  irritation,  will  be  convinced  that  the 
principal  part  of  this  complaint  arifes  from 
thatcaufe;  and  that  the  difeafe  is,  ftridly 
fpeaking,  fpafmodic.  The  manner  in 
which  an  attack  of  this  kind  is  generally 
madej  the  very  little  diftention  which  the 
bladder  often  fuffers;  the  fmall  quantity 
of  urine  fometimes  contained  in  it,  even 
when  the  fymptoms  are  mod  prefling ; 
and  the  mod  certain,  as  well  as  fafe  me¬ 
thod  of  relieving  it ;  all  tend  to  ftrengthen 
fuch  opinion  \ 

D  2  But 

®  Great  and  acute  as  the  pain  is  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  about  the  pubes,  in  a  retention  of  urine ; 
it  is  not  greater,  nor  more  acute,  than  is  fometimes 
felt,  in  the  fame  parts,  by  thofe  in  whofe  bladder  no 
urine  is  to  be  found,  and  in  whom  the  catheter  may  be 
paded  with  very  little  trouble  pr  refinance.  This 
cpmplaint,  which  I  have  more  than  two  or  three  times 
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But  whether  we  attribute  the  evil  to 
inflammation,  or  to  fpafmodic  irritation, 
whatever  can  in  any  degree  contribute 
to  the  exafperation  of  either,  mu  ft  be 
palpably,  and  manifeftly  wrong.  The 
violent  paffage  of  the  catheter  through 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  (for  violent  in 
fuch  circumftances  it  mu  ft  be)  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  right.  I  will  not  fay,  that  it  ne¬ 
ver  fucceeds ;  but  1  will  fay,  that  it  can 
hardly  ever  be  proper  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

If  the  inftrument  be  fuccefsfully  intro¬ 
duced,  it  mini  either  he  withdrawn  as 
foon  as  the  bladder  is  emptied  ;  or  it  muft 
be  left  in  it  5  if  the  former  be  done,  the 
fame  caufe  of  retention  remaining,  the 
fame  effedt  returns  j  the  fame  pain  and  vio¬ 
lence  mnft  be  again fubmitted  rounder  (moft 
likely)  increafed  difficulties.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  catheter  be  left  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  it  will  often,  while  its  neck  is  in 
this  ft  ate,  occafion  fuch  difturbance,  that 

the 


feen,  is  truly  fpafmodic,  and  accordingly  always  gives 
way  to  opium,  more  efpecially  if  ufed  in  the  form 
glyfleiv 
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the  remedy  (as  it  is  called)  will  prove  arp 
exafperation  of  the  difeafe,  and  add  to  the 
evil  it  is  defigned  to  alleviate :  nor  is  this 
all,  for  the  refiftance  which  the  parts, 
while  in  this  (late,  make,  is  fometimes 
fo  great,  that  if  any  violence  be  ufed,  the 
instrument  will  make  for  itfelf  a  new 
rput  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  fuch  mifchief  as  fre¬ 
quently  baffles  all  our  art.— An  accident 
which  I  have  known  happen  to  thofe, 
whofe  judgment  and  dexterity  have  never 
been  doubted. 

The  true,  fafe  and  rational  method  of 
relieving  this  complaint  is  by  evacuation 
and  anodine  relaxation  -y  this  not  only 
procures  immediate  cafe,  but  does  at  the 
fame  time  ferve  another  very  material 
purpofe,  which  is  that  of  maturating  the 
abfcefs.  Lofs  of  blood  is  neceffary ,  the 
quantity  to  be  determined  by  the  Strength 
and  (late  of  the  patient :  the  inte (lines 
fhould  alfo  be  emptied,  if  there  be  time 
for  fo  doing,  by  a  gentle  cathartic  :  but 
the  mod  effectual  relief  will  be  from  the 
warm  bath,  or  femicupiurrq  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  bladders  with  hot  water  to  the 

pubes 
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pubes  and  perineum,  and,  above  all  other 
remedies,  the  injedtion  of  glyfters,  con¬ 
fining  of  warm  water,  oil,  and  opium. 
There  may  have  been  cafes,  which  have 
refilled,  and  baffled  this  method  of  treat¬ 
ment,  but  I  have  never  met  with  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  feen  fo  great, 
and  permanent  mifchief,  from  the  prema¬ 
ture  and  indifcreet  ufe  of  the  catheter, 
that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  have  funk  under  the  firfl  evil,  than 
to  have  lived  to  experience  that  variety  of 
mifery,  to  which  all  they  are  fubjedl, 
who  are  afflicted  with  a  difeafed,  or  in¬ 
jured  neck  of  the  bladder. 

i 

A  painful  tenefmus  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  attendant  upon  an  inflammatory  de¬ 
fluxion  on  the  parts  about  the  rectum. 
The  frequent  ufe  of  the  mufcles,  whofe 
office  it  is  to  expel  from  the  gut  whatever 
is  troublefome  to  it,  and  by  whofe  action 
the  parts  which  make  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe  mu  ft  be  continually  comprefled, 
make  this,  while  it  lafls,  a  very  difagree- 
able  complaint. 


If 
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If  a  dofe  of  rhubarb,  joined  with  a 
warm  anodyne,  fuch  as  the  conf.  mithrid. 
or  fuch-like,  does  not  remove  it  5  the  in- 
jedtion  of  thin  ftarch  and  opium,  or  tindl. 
thebaic,  is  almoft  infallible. 

The  bearing-down,  as  it  is  called,  in 
females,  as  it  proceeds  in  this  cafe  from 
the  fame  kind  of  caufe,  (viz.  irritation) 
admits  relief  from  the  fame  means  as  the 
tenefmus. 

In  fome  habits,  an  obftinate  coftivenefs 
attends  this  kind  of  inflammation,  accom¬ 
panied  not  unfrequently  with  a  painful 
diftention,  and  enlargement  of  the  hoe- 
morrhoidal  veflfels,  both  internally,  and  ex¬ 
ternally.  While  a  quantity  of  hard  faeces 
are  detained  within  the  large  inteftines,  the 
whole  habit  mud  be  difordered  ;  and  the 
fymptomatic  fever,  which  neceflfarily  accom¬ 
panies  the  formation  of  matter,  mu  ft  be 
confiderably  heightened.  And  while  the 
veflels  furrounding  the  redtum  (which  are 
large  and  numerous)  are  diftended,  all  the 
ills  proceeding  from  prefliire,  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  irritation  muft  be  increafed. 

This 
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This  is  too  obvious  to  need  any  explana¬ 
tion  :  and  it  muft  be  as  obvious,  that 
phlebotomy,  laxative  glyfters,  and  a  low 
cool  regimen,  muft  be  the  remedies; 
while  a  foft  cataplafm  applied  externally 
ferves  to  relax  and  mollify  the  fwollen,  in¬ 
durated  piles,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
haftens  the  fuppuration. 

These  are,  1  think,  the  moft  material 
of  the  complaints,  which  attend  inflam¬ 
matory  defluxions,  and  formations  of 
matter  about  the  anus  and  redtum.  They 
are  indeed  moft  of  them  fymptomatic,  or 
acceflory  to  the  original  difeafe;  but  they 
are  frequently  of  fuch  immediate  con- 
fequence  to  the  eafe,  and  fometimes  even 
to  the  fafety  of  the  perfon  aftlicfted,  that 
they  require  all  our  attention.  Whoever 
ne'gledts  or  miftreats  them,  will  caufe 
his  patient  to  fuffer  a  great  deal  of  un- 
necefiary  pain,  fatigue,  and  even  hazard ; 
whoever  attends  to,  and  treats  them  pro¬ 
perly,  will  find  that  by  relieving  and  ap¬ 
pealing  thefe  accidental  ills,  he  will  affift 
the  cure  of  the  principal  complaint,  and 
gain  time,  inftead  of  lofing  it. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  IV. 


Let  us  now  confider  this  difeafe* 
when  the  firft  fymptoms  attending 
the  inflammation,  are  gone  off,  and  mat¬ 
ter  is  either  formed  and  collected*  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  be  fit  for  a  furgeon  to 
give  difcharge  to  it  5  or,  (that  opportunity 
having  been  avoided  or  negleCted),  it  has 
burft  through  the  parts  containing  it,  and 
has  made  its  own  way  out. 

The  different  ftates  and  cireumftances 
produced  either  by  the  collection  of  this 
matter,  or  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
made  its  efcape,  will  neceffarily  occafion 
a  difference  in  the  manner  of  treating  the 
cafe;  and  may,  for  method-fake,  as  well 
as  for  the  more  perfectly  underftanding  the 
true  nature  of  the  difeafe,  be  reduced  to 
two  general  heads  ;  viz, 

1.  Those  in  which  the  inteftine  is  not 
at  all  interefted ;  and 
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2.  Those  in  which  it  is  either  laid 
bare,  or  perforated. 

Let  us  firft  fuppofe  the  matter  to  be 
fairly  formed  ;  to  have  made  its  point,  a& 
it  is  called,  and  to  be  fit  to  be  let  out. 

Where  fuch  point  is,  that  is,  where 
the  fkin  is  moft  thin,  and  the  fluftuation 
moft  palpable,  there  the  opening  moft 
certainly  ought  to  be  made. 

Some  of  our  predecefibrs,  either  from 
a  fear,  which  almoft  neceffarily  accompa¬ 
nies  the  want  of  anatomical  knowledge  $ 
or  from  an  awkwardnefs  attending  the 
difufe  of  a  cutting  inftrument ;  adopted 
the  method  of  opening  thefe,  (as  well  as 
moft  other  abfceffes)  by  cauftic. 

With  all  due  deference  to  authority, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  it  is  in  general 
wrong ;  and  particularly  fo  in  the  prefent 
cafe. 

It  often  gives  unnecefTary  pain  $  and 
it  produces  a  lofs  of  fubftance,  and  a  kind 

of 
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of  cicatrix,  which  is  not  only  unfee  in¬ 
ly,  but  frequently  proves  a  lading  incon¬ 
venience. 

Some  of  the  patrons  of  potential  fire 
do  indeed  give  a  fpecious  kind  of  reafon 
for  its  ufe :  viz.  that  it  makes  a  more 
large  and  free  opening  for  the  difcharge  $ 
and  that  by  the  time  the  efchar  is  fepa- 
rated,  the  hollow  underneath  is  generally 
more  than  half  filled  up. 

In  a  few  (very  few)  particular  cafes, 
where  the  deftruetion  of  glandular  parts 
may  become  neceffary,  after  the  efchar  is 
thrown  off,  (as  in  the  cafe  of  venereal 
bubos)  there  may  be  fome  force  in  this 
argument  and  caudics  may  be  found 
ufeful :  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  in 
mod  others,  in  which  they  are  freely 
and  frequently  applied ;  they  appear  to 
me  to  be  highly  improper  $  as  they  necef- 
farily  occafion  a  lofs  of  parts,  and  a  kind 
of  fear ;  which  is,  in  general,  an  indeli¬ 
ble  blemifh,  to  fay  no  worfe.  And  with 
regard  to  the  particular  circumdance  of 
the  hollow  being  filled  aim  oft  up  by  the 
time  the  efchar  is  feparated  5  if  the  fur- 
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geon  will  cl  refs  an  abfcefs,  opened  by  in- 
cifion  in  the  fame  eafy,  fuperficial  man¬ 
ner,  he  does  one  opened  by  cauflic,  he 
will  find  the  confequence  to  be  the  fame  : 
but  I  know  not  why,  a  notion  has  long 
prevailed,  that  an  abfcefs  opened  by  a 
knife  mu  ft  be  immediately  crammed,  and 
fluffed  with  dreffings*  while  that,  on 
which  a  cauflic  has  been  applied,  mufl  be 
let  alone  until  the  efchar  calls  off.  Let 
the  one  be  treated  as  the  other  is,  (and  as 
they  both  ought  to  be)  and  the  event  will 
be  found  to  be  alike  in  each  :  excepting  this 
material  difference  in  favor  of  the  knife; 
that  it  will  not  necelfarily  occafion  any 
deflrudtion  of  parts,  lofs  of  fubflance,  nor 
any  deformity,  which  is  at  all  compara¬ 
ble  with  what  muft  follow  the  ufe  of 
cauflic. 


In  making  the  opening,  the  knife,  or 
lancet,  fhould  be  palled  in  deep  enough 
to  reach  the  fluid;  and  when  it  is  in,  the 
incifion  fhould  be  continued  upward,  and 
downward  b,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  divide 
all  the  fkin  covering  the  matter,.  By  thefe 

means 


b  When  I  fay  upward  and  downward,  I  fuppofe  the 
patient  to  ftand  on  his  feet,  with  his  legs  and  thighs 
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means  the  contents  of  the  abfeefs  will  be 
difeharged  at  once;  future  lodgment  of 
matter  will  be  prevented ;  convenient 
room  will  be  made  for  the  application  of 
proper  dreflings;  and  there  will  be  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  making  the  incifion  in  different 
directions  ;  or  for  removing  any  part  of 
the  skin  compofing  the  verge  of  the  anus* 

Notwithstanding  that  all  thefe  Col¬ 
lections  of  matter  are  generally  called  by 
the  name  of  Fiftulae;  and  are  all  fuppofed 
to  affedt  the  inteftine  reCtum  ;  yet  it  is 
very  certain,  that  the  feat  of  the  abfeefs, 
(the  place  where  the  matter  is  formed) 
is  fometimes  at  fuch  diftance  from  the 
gut,  that  it  is  not  at  all  interefted  by  it; 
and  that  none  of  thefe  cafes  either  are,  or 
can  be  originally  fiftulae. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  we  have  no 
more  neceffarily  to  do  with  the  inteftine, 
than  if  it  was  not  there  :  the  cafe  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  an  abfeefs  in  the 

cel** 

ftraigh t,  and  his  body  leaning  forward  over  a  table,  or  a 
bed  ;  which  poflure  gives  the  faireft  view  of  the  parts  ; 
and  puts  them  into  the  beft  pofition  for  the  operation, 
as  well  as  for  the  operator. 
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cellular  membrane  ;  which  will  require 
(in  the  ufual  phrafe)  to  be  digefted,  in- 
carned,  and  (if  practicable)  healed,  with¬ 
out  meddling  with  the  redtum  in  any 
manner. 

As  this  is  a  matter  of  fome  importance 
to  the  patient,  it  is  worth  a  little  confide* 
ration. 

a 

Suppose  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  reCtum,  which,  af¬ 
ter  a  certain  degree  of  fweliing  and  in¬ 
flammation,  ripens,  or  comes  to  a  point, 
fomewhere  near  to  the  verge  of  the  anus* 
Suppofe  alfo  a  large  and  convenient  open* 
ing  to  have  been  made  by  a  Ample  inci- 
lion ;  the  contents  of  the  abfeefs  to  have 
been  thereby  difeharged  ;  and  a  fore  or 
cavity  produced,  which  is  perhaps  confi* 
derable  in  fize :  this  cavity  is  to  be  filled 
up  in  fuch  manner  as  to  produce  a  firm, 
and  lafling  cure. 

The  frequent  ufe  of  the  term  filling 
up,  and  the  generally  received  opinion, 
that  the  induration  of  the  parts  about  is 
a  difeafed  callolity,  appear  to  me  to  have 

been 
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been  the  two  principal  fources  of  error 
and  mifeondudt  in  thefe  cafes. 

Wherever  matter  is  formed  in  confe- 
quence  of  inflammation,  it  always  leaves, 
upon  being  let  out,  a  proportional  hollow* 
and  fome  degree  of  induration.  The  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  is  of  different  fize,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  quantity  of  matter  ;  and  the 
latter  depends  both  on  the  degree  of  pre¬ 
vious  inflammation,  and  the  more  or  lefs 
perfedt  fuppuration  of  the  abfeefs. 

The  generally  received  opinion  with 
regard  to  thefe  two  circumftances,  (hol¬ 
low  and  hardnefs)  is,  that  the  former  is 
caufed  entirely  by  lofs  of  fubftance  ;  and 
the  latter  (as  I  have  already  obferved)  by 
difeafed  alteration  in  the  ftrudture  of  the 
parts. 

The  confequence  of  which  opinion  is, 
that  as  foon  as  the  matter  is  difeharged,  the 
cavity  is  filled  and  diftended,  in  order  to 
procure  a  gradual  regeneration  of  flefh, 
and  the  drefiings  with  which  it  is  fo  filled 
are  moft  commonly  of  the  efcharotic  kind, 
intended  for  the  diffolution  of  hardnefs. 


The 
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The  practice  is  a  neceffary  confequenct 
of  the  theory.  Whoever  fuppofes  dif« 
eafed  callofity,  and  great  lofs  of  fub- 
fiance,  will  neceffarily  think  hirnfelf  ob~ 
liged  to  deftroy  the  former,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  cavity  formed  by  the  latter  from 
filling  up  too  haflily.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  who  confiders  this  matter  as 
it  really  is  $  that  is,  he  who  regards  the 
cavity  of  the  abfcefs  as  being  principally 
the  effedt  of  the  gradual  diflradtion  and 
reparation  of  its  fides,  with  very  little 
lofs  of  fubflance,  compared  with  the  fize 
of  the  faid  cavity  5  and  who  looks  upon 
the  induration  round  about  as  nothing 
more  than  a  circumftance  which  necef¬ 
farily  accompanies  every  inflammation  in 
membranous  parts ;  more  efpecially  in 
thofe  which  tend  to  fuppuration ;  will 
upon  the  fmallefl  reflexion  perceive,  that 
the  dreffings  applied  to  fuch  cavity  ought 
to  be  fo  fmall  in  quantity,  as  to  permit 
nature  to  accomplifh  that  end,  which  fhe 
always  aims  at,  as  fbon  as  the  matter  is 
let  out:  (I  mean  the  approach  of  the 
fides  of  the  cavity  toward  each  other  :) 
and  that  fuch  fmall  quantity  of  dreffings 
4  ought 
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ought  to  confiit  of  materials  proper  only 
to  encourage  eafy  and  gradual  fuppura- 
tion. 

This  is  a  fadt  fo  obvious  to  common 
fenfe,  that  it  mud  appear  to  every  one 
who  will  coolly  and  impartially  confider  it. 

What  is  the  part  in  which  the  dif- 
eafe  is  feated  ?  and  what  are  the  altera¬ 
tions  which  fuch  dileafe  produces  ?  The 
part  is  mere  cellular  membrane  5  and  the 
alteration  is  otfliuetion  and  inflammation* 
ending  in  the  formation  of  matter.  But 
do  thefe  create  a.ny  new  body  ?  do  not 
the  fides  of  the  abfcefl;  Ail!  remain  cellu¬ 
lar  and  adipofe  membrane,  only  inflamed, 
thickned,  hardned,  and  rendered  puru¬ 
lent  ?  can  fuch  alteration  require  any  thing 
more  toward  reftoring  the  parts  to  a  na¬ 
tural  ftate,  than  a  free  fuppuratign  from 
the  parts  fo  altered  ?  or  can  it  make  extir¬ 
pation  or  deftrubtion  neceflary  ?  Moft  cer¬ 
tainly  it  cannot.  How  then  is  fuppura- 
tion  to  be  produced  and  maintained  ?  Not 
by  thrufting  in  fuch  applications  as  by 
their  quantity  diftend,  and  by  their  quality 
irritate  and  deflroy }  but  by  dreffing  light- 

F  ly 
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fy  and  eafily  with  fuch  as  appeals,  relax, 
and  foften« 

Thf  fad:  is  capable  of  experiment,  and 
every  man  who  will  make  it,  that  is, 
who  will  try  the  different  methods,  and 
attend  to  the  confequences*  muft  be  able 
to  determine  it  ;  irnlefs  blinded  by  pre¬ 
judice,  or  influenced  by  a  worfe  motive. 

A  moment’s  attention  to  the  condud 
of  nature  when  left  to  herfeif,  and  not 
interrupted  by  art,  will  perhaps  fet  this 
matter  in  a  clearer  light. 

>  '  ,  . 

When  an  abfcefs  of  this  kind  is  open¬ 
ed  by  a  furgeon,  the  cavity  is  found  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  contents  5  and  confe- 
quently,  if  the  quantity  of  matter  be  large, 
the  hollow  is  confiderable.  If  this  hollow 
be  immediately  filled  with  dreffings,  (of 
any  kind)  the  fides  of  it  will  be  kept  from 
approaching  toward  each  other  ;  or  may 
even  be  farther  feparated.  But  if  this  ca¬ 
vity  be  not  filled,  or  have  little  or  no  dref¬ 
fings  of  any  kind  introduced  into  it,  the 
fides  immediately  collapfe  ;  and  coming 
nearer  and  nearer,  do,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace 

of 
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of  time,  convert  a  large  hollow  into  a  final! 
finus :  and  this  is  alfo  conflantly  the  cafe, 
when  the  matter,  inftead  of  being  let  oat 
by  an  artificial  opening,  efcapes  through 
one  made  by  the  burfting  of  the  contain¬ 
ing  parts. 

.  \ 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  finus  will  not 

% 

always,  (and  particularly  in  the  difeafe  I 
am  now  fpeaking  of)  become  perfectly 
clofe,  and  heal ;  but  the  aim  and  con¬ 
duit  of  nature  is  not  therefore  the  lets 
evident ;  nor  the  hint,  which  art  ought 
to  borrow  from  her,  the  lefs  palpable. 

In  this,  as  in  mo  ft  other  cafes,  where 
there  are  large  fores,  or  confiderable  ca¬ 
vities,  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  habit,  and  the  care  that  is  taken  of 
it  y  if  that  be  good,  or  if  it  be  properly 
corrected,  the  furgeon  will  have  very 
little  trouble  in  his  choice  of  dreffings ; 
all  that  he  will  have  to  do,  will  be,  to 
take  care  that  they  do  not  offend  either 
in  quantity  or  quality  :  but  if  the  habit 
be  bad,  or  unfuccefsfully  treated,  he  may 
life  the  whole  farrago  of  externals,  and 
only  wafte  his  own  and  his  patient’s  time. 

F  2 
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In  fhort,  all  thefe  cafes  are  at  firft  mere 
abfcefles  5  the  confequences  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  require  no  other  treatment  than 

^  >  ' 

what  would  be  proper  in  the  fame  kind 
of  cafe  in  all  other  parts.  Some  few  of 
them  are  fo  circumftanced  with  regard  to 
the  inteftine,  that  it  is  quite  unneceflary  to 
meddle  with  it  at  all;  but  whether  that  be 
the  cafe,  or  not ;  whether  the  divifion  of 
the  redtum  become  a  neceflary  part  in  the 
cure,  or  not ;  they  moft  certainly  do  not 
deferve  the  name  of  fiftulre ;  nor  require 
that  fort  of  treatment  which  fiftulas  are  faid, 
and  thought  to  ftand  in  need  of :  though, 
by  being  from  their  very  firft  appearance 
fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  they  are  frequently 
by  mifmanagement  rendered  truly  fiftulous. 

By  this,  (that  is,  by  light,  eafy  treat¬ 
ment)  large  abfceflfes,  formed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  redtum,  will  fometimes 
be  cured,  without  any  neceffity  occurring 
of  meddling  with  the  faid  gut  :  but  it 
much  more  frequently  happens,  that  the 
inteftine,  although  it  may  not  have  been 
pierced,  or  eroded  by  the  matter,  has  yet 
been  fo  ftript,  or  denuded,  that  no  con- 
folidation  of  the  finus,  can  be  obtained  but 

t>  .  ....  -  -  * 
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by  a  divifion ;  that  is,  by  laying  the  two 
cavities,  viz.  that  of  the  abfcefs,  and  that 
of  the  inteftine,  into  one. 

The  neceffity  of  doing  this  may  in 
many  cafes  be  known  by  the  furgeon  at 
firft  ;  that  is,  when  he  opens  the  abfcefs, 
he  may  find  the  inteftine  fo  bare,  and  in 
fuch  ftate,  as  plainly  to  prove,  that  he  will 
ik  t  be  able  to  effedt  a  cure  without  the  ope¬ 
ration  :  in  other  inftances,  he  may  have  rea- 
fon  at  firft  to  flatter  himfelf  with  fuccefs, 
and  be  diiappointed. 

When  the  former  is  the  cafe;  when 
the  gut  is  found  to  be  in  fuch  ftate,  that 
there  is  no  reafon  to  expedt  a  cure  with¬ 
out  its  being  divided  ;  that  operation  had 
bette~  (on  many  accounts)  be  performed 
at  the  time  the  abfcefs  is  firft  opened, 
than  be  deferred  to  a  future  one.  For  if  it 
be  done  in  the  manner  in  which,  1  will 
venture  to  lay,  that  it  always  may,  it  will 
add  fo  little  to  the  pain  which  the  patient 
muft  feel  by  opening  the  abfcefs,  that  he 
will  feldom  be  able  to  diftinguifh  the  one 
from  the  ocher ;  either  with  regard  to 
time  or  fenfation  :  whereas,  if  it  be  de¬ 
ferred,  he  muft  either  be  in  continual  ex¬ 
pectation, 


(  38  ) 

peculation  of  a  fecond  cutting,  or  feel  one  - 
at  a  time  when  he  does  not  expedt  it. 

The  intention  in  this  operation  is  to  di- 
7  vide  the  inteftine  redum,  from  the  verge 
l  of  the  anus,  up  as  high  as  the  top  of  the 
hollow  in  which  the  matter  was  formed  $ 
thereby  to  lay  the  two  cavities  of  the 
gut  and  abfcefs  into  one  ;  and  by  means 
/  of  an  open,  inftead  of  a  hollow,  or  fi- 
nuous  fore,  to  obtain  a  firm  and  lafting 
cure. 

Ingenious,  mechanical,  and  whimfical 
*  people  have  often  bulled  themfelves  in 
inventing  infiruments  for  this  purpofe  5 
the  fyringotomy,  the  cultellus  falcatus, 
the  probe-razor,  &c.  have  all  at  times 
been  in  ufe  :  fciffars  alfo  of  various  kinds, 
both  ftraight  and  crooked,  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  operation  :  the  three  firft 
may  be  made  to  ferve  the  purpofe  very 
well ;  but  to  the  laft,  (the  fciffars)  there 
is  in  this,  as  well  as  in  almoft  every  ope¬ 
ration,  in  which  they  are  frequently  ufed, 

a 

c  The  late  Mr.  Freeke  invented  an  inftrument  for 
this  purpofe  5  but  it  was,  upon  trial,  found  to  cut  the 
operator’s  finger,  with  fo  much  more  certainty  than  the 
patient’s  inteftine,  that  it  has  long  been  laid  afide. 
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a  palpable  objection,  viz,  that  by  pinch¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  that  they  cut,  they 
occafion  a  great  deal  of  unnecefiary  pain. 
They  are,  I  know,  in  great  ufe  with 
many,  who,  if  they  were  deprived  of 
their  p robe -fci (Tars,  would  think  them- 
felves  incapacitated  from  doing  bufinefs  $ 
but  they  are,  upon  all  occafions  where 
mere  divifion  is  required,  a  very  bad  in- 
ftrument ;  they  may  afiift  an  aukward,  or 
an  unfteady  hand,  but  are  more  lit  for  a 
farrier,  than  for  a  furgeon. 

In  all  chirurgic  operations,  -  the  inftr li¬ 
me  nt  made  ufe  of  cannot  be  too  Ample, 
nor  too  keen  ;  and  if  poffible,  fhould  ne¬ 
ver  be  out  of  the  light,  or  the  diredtion  of 
the  finger  of  the  operator  ;  and  whenever 
it  is,  (as  mull  fometimes  necefiarily  be 
the  cafe)  it  is  liable  to  forne  degree  of 
uncertainty.  Sciffars  introduced  into  the 
redtum  are  always  in  this  predicament; 
and  are  therefore,  (as  well  as  on  account  of 
their  pinching  quality,)  bad. 

The  curved,  probe-pointed  knife,  with 
a  narrow  blade,  I  have  always  found  to 
be  the  moft  ufeful,  and  handy  inftrument 
of  any  ;  this  introduced  into  the  finus, 

while 
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while  the  furgeon’s  fore-finger  is  in  the 
inteftine,  will  enable  him  to  divide  all 
that  can  ever  require  divifion  $  and  that 
with  lefs  pain  to  the  patient,  with  more 
facility  to  the  operator,  as  well  as  with 
more  certainty  and  expedition  than  any 
other  inftrument  whatever.  If  there  be 
no  opening  in  the  inteftine,  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  force  will  thruft  the  point  of 
the  knife  through,  and  thereby  make 
one  ;  if  there  be  one  already,  the  fame 
point  will  find  and  pafs  through  it :  in 
either  cafe  it  will  be  received  by  the  fin¬ 
ger  in  ano,  will  thereby  be  prevented 
from  deviating,  and  being  brought  out 
by  the  faid  finger,  muft  neceffarily  divide 
all  that  is  between  the  edge  of  the  knife, 
and  the  verge  of  the  anus :  that  is,  muft 
by  one  fimple  incifion,  (which  is  made  in 
the  fmalleft  fpace  of  time  imaginable)  lay 
the  two  cavities  of  the  finus,  and  of  the 
inteftine,  into  one. 

Authors  make  a  very  formal  diftlnc- 
tion  between  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  in- 
teftine  is  pierced  by  the  matter,  and  thofe 
in  which  it  is  not  :  but  although  this  di- 
ftinftion  may  be  ufeful  when  the  different 
ftates  of  the  difeafe  are  to  be  defcribed, 
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yet  in  practice,  when  the  operation  of 
dividing  the  gut  becomes  neceffary,  fuch 
diftindion  is  of  no  confquence  at  all  ;  it 
makes  no  alteration  in  the  degree,  kind, 
or  quantity  of  pain,  which  the  patient  is 
to  feel ;  the  force  required  to  pufli  the 
knife  through  the  tender  gut,  is  next  to 
none  ;  and  when  its  point  is  in  the  cavity, 
the  cafes  are  exadly  fimilar. 

This  is  the  only  operation,  which  (in 
the  circumftances  under  our  prefent  con« 
fideration)  ever  can  be  neceffary  :  and  this 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  fafeft,  eafieft,  and 
moft  expeditious  method  of  performing  it. 

I  know  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  opi¬ 
nion,  and  pradice  of  many;  who  think 
that  the  removal  of  feme  part  both  of 
the  inteftine,  and  of  the  verge  of  the 
anus,  is  neceffary  in  thefe  cafes  :  but  long 
and  repeated  experience  has  convinced 
me  of  the  contrary ;  and  I  fhall  in  the 
next  fedion  have^bccalion  to  fpeak  more 
particularly  to  that  point. 

Immediately  after  the  operation,  a 
foft  doffil  of  fine  lint  fhould  be  introduced 
(from  the  redum)  between  the  divided 

G  lips 


any  flight  haemorrhage,  as  to  prevent  the 
Immediate  re-union  of  the  faid  lips  5  and 


ling  fliouid  be  permitted  to  continue  un¬ 
til  a  beginning  fuppuratiott  renders  it  loofe 
enough  to  come  away  eaftly  5  and  all  the 
future  ones  fliouid  be  as  light,  foft,  and 
eafy  as  poflible  j  con  filli  ng  only  of  fuch 
materials  as  are  likely  to  promote  kindly 
and  gradual  fuppiiration.  The  fides  of 
the  abfeeis  are  hard  5  the  incifion  muft 


be  inflamed 


and  the  difeharge  will  for  feme  time  be 
difcolored,  and  gleety:  this  induration, 
and  this  fort  of  difeharge,  are  often  mif- 
takep  for  figns  of  difeafed  callofitj/,  and 
undifeovered  finuffes;  upon  which  pre¬ 
emptions,  efcharotics  are  freely  applied, 
and  diligent  fearch  Is  made  for  new  hol¬ 
lows  :  the  former  of  thefe  moft  com¬ 
monly  increafe  both  the  hardnefs  and  the 
gleets  and  by  the  latter  new  finuffes  are 
fometimes  really  produced.  Thefe  occa- 
lion  a  repetition  of  efcharotics,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  incifions  5  by  which  means  cafes 

which  at  firft,  and  in  their  own  nature, 

■# 

were 
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were  Apple,  and  eafy  of  cure,  are  ren- 
dred  complex,  and  tedious. 

That  this  is  the  truth  without  exag¬ 
geration  is  well  known  to  many  j  and 
whoever  will  look  over  the  writings  ©f 
fome  of  our  immediate  predeceflbrs,  or 
even  of  fome  of  our  ©©temporaries,  will 
find,  that  immediately  after  pinching  and 
fnipping  the  gut  with  fciflfars,  we  are  di-. 
redted  to  fill  the  incifions  with  lint  ^  and 
after  having  difiended  the  cavity  by  foch 
means,  to  drefs  in  future  with  Inch  me¬ 
dicines,  as,  though  ufed  under  the  fpe« 
cious  names  of  digeftives,  detergents,  &c. 
do  really  inflame  and  irritate  the  parts  to 
which  they  are  applied,  and  retard,  in- 
ftead  of  encouraging,  a  kindly  fuppura- 
tion. 

Among  thefe  the  mercurius  precipitates 
ruber  ftands  principal :  th  s  feems  to  have 
been  the  great  external  fpecific  of  mofi  of 
our  immediate  anceftors,  and  to  have  been 
ufed  by  them  for  the  very  different  pur¬ 
poses  of  deftrudlion  and  reftoration  :  with 
this,  either  in  dry  powder,  or  mixed  with 
unguent,  the  tents,  pledgits,  &c.  with 
which  they  dreffed  thefe  fores,  were 

G  2  fpread 
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fpread  or  embued  $  with  this  they  drefled 
the  recently-divided  lips  of  the  wound  in 
the  inteftine  and  with  this  they  filled  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  abfeefs. 

t 

That  the  fame  practice  ftill  too  much 
prevails,  they,  who  pleafe,  may  be  con¬ 
vinced  de 

I  would  beg  leave  to  afk  any  patron 
of  this  method  of  drefling,  what  he 
would  fay  to  a  man  who  fhould  order  a 
large  tent,  well  charged  with  precipitate, 
to  be  thruft  up  the  undivided,  unwounded 
redum  of  a  perfon,  who,  from  any  caufe 
whatever,  had  an  inflammatory  defluxion 
on  the  hoemorrhoidal  veffels,  and  infide  of 
the  faid  gut  ?  Would  he  not  fay,  that  fuch 
tent  would  prove  a  fatiguing,  inflaming 
fuppofitory  ?  and  would  he  not  be  right 
in  faying  fo  ?  Is  then  the  red  urn.  rendred 
lefs  fenfible,  and  lefs  irritable,  by  being 
wounded  ?  Or  can  that  very  application, 
which  proves  a  painful  ftimulus  to  a  gut 
not  divided,  become  an  eafy  digeftive  to 

one 

Mr*  De  la  Faye  fays—1 u  Si  les  chairs  s’elevent  trop, 
€(  on  les  confumera  avec  la  pierre  infernale  and  in 
many  books  of  reputation  the  butyrum  antimonii,  the 
trochifci  e  minio,  the  pulvis  angelicas,  &c.  are  pre~ 
feribed  for  frequent  ufe* 
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one  that  is  ?  If  any  man  thinks  that  it 
will,  I  would  advife  him  to  make  the  ex¬ 
periment  on  himfelf,  and  I  would  then 
appeal  to  the  teftimony  of  his  own  un¬ 
prejudiced  fenfations. 

In  fhort,  to  quit  reafoning,  and  fpeak 
to  fad  only  ;  in  the  great  number  of  thefe 
cafes,  which  mu  ft  have  been  in  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  Hofpital  within  thefe  ten  or 
twelve  years,  I  do  aver  that  I  have  not 
met  with  one,  in  the  circumftances  be¬ 
fore  defcribed,  that  has  not  been  cured  by 
mere  fimple  divifion,  together  with  light, 
eafy  dreffings  .*  and  that  I  have  not,  in 
all  that  time,  ufed,  for  this  purpofe,  a 
ftngle  grain  of  precipitate,  or  of  any  other 
efcharotic. 

Why  is  it  that  we  hear  fo  much  of 
miracles  performed  by  the  pafte  of  one 
quack  ?  and  by  the  injedions,  oils,  and 
balfams  of  others  ?  when  we  all  know, 
that  there  is  nothing  fpecilic  for  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe  in  their  compoiitions :  and 
when  we  alfo  know,  that  the  venders 
of  thefe  remedies  are  people,  whofe  ig¬ 
norance  in  matters  of  phyfic  and  furgery 
is  below  all  notice, 

5 


That 
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That  thefe  cures  are  much  more  fre¬ 
quently  talked  of  than  made,  I  well 
know;  but  that  fame  few  people,  who 
have  been  long  and  unfuccefsfully  treated 
by  furgeons,  have  got  either  well,  or  better, 
under  the  very  negligent  management  of 
fome  of  thefe  quacks,  is  an  inconteflable 
truth  :  and  very  ftrange  it  is,  that  we  do 
not  fee  why* 

Fas  ejt  ab  hojle  doceri : — * 

The  truth  is,  that  while  we  are  look¬ 
ing  for  what  thefe  people  do,  we  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  phrafe)  overlook 
what  they  do  not  do.  It  is  true,  we  can¬ 
not  find  any  fpecific  quality  in  the  ftrange 
jumble  of  ingredients  which  they  put  into 
their  internal  remedies  ;  nor  any  particu- 
larly-fanative  one  in  their  injedions,  bal- 
fams,  &c.  and  therefore  are  furprized  at 
even  the  few  inftances  of  their  fuccefs  $ 
but  ftill  overlook  the  one  fingle  circum- 
ftance  by  which  the  good  is  produced. 

It  is,  and  ever  muft  be,  a  firfi  princi¬ 
ple  in  quackery,  to  difapprove  and  con¬ 
demn 
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demn  whatever  has-  been  done  before,  be 
it  right,  or  be  it  wrong  :  and  it  is  alfo  ne- 
ceffary  for  quacks  to  avoid  all  connexion 
with  what  are  called  Regular  Practitio¬ 
ners;  as  well  in  order  to  have  the  foie 
management  of  the  patient,  as  to  avoid 
inflection. , 

For  thefe  reafons,  they  always  order 

% 

all  former  dreflings  to  be  immediately 
thrown  aflde  and  difufed ;  and  not  having 
in  general  ingenuity  enough  even  to  feem 
to  apply  others,  with  any  degree  of  judg¬ 
ment  or  dexterity,  they  make  life  of  a 
mere  fuperficial  plafter,  ointment,  or  in¬ 
jection  :  that  is,  without  intending  any 
fuch  thing,  upon  an  honeft,  or  a  rational 
principle,  they,  for  want  of  knowing 
what  to  do  properly,  leave  the  conduit 
of  the  fore  to  nature  ;  who  when  the  im¬ 
pediment  of  dreffings,  (which  often  of¬ 
fend  either  in  quantity  or  quality)  are  re¬ 
moved,  will  do  much  more  than  her  too 
officious  affiltanls  believe. 

That  the  very  few  cures  which  we 
have  heard  fo  much  of,  are  produced  in 
this  manner,  I  am  convinced  ;  and  fo  I  am, 

that 
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that  many  of  thofe  which  are  thought 
by  feveral  practitioners  to  have  been 
brought  about  by  a  multiplicity  of  dref- 
fings,  crammed  in  tight,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  be  kept  fo  by  all  the  caution  of 
comprefs  and  bandage,  are  very  frequent¬ 
ly  effected  by  the  condant  and  generally 
fuccefsful  endeavours  of  nature,  to  thruft 
them  forth  again :  or,  at  lead,  fo  to 
difplace  them,  that  fhe  gradually  gets 
opportunities  of  doing  her  own  bufinefs 
in  fpite  of  the  impediments  of  art.  The 
bufinefs  of  good  furgery  is  to  affid  nature; 
but  file  will  fometimes  get  the  better  even 
of  the  word. 


TJfque  recurret , 

Ei  mala  per r limpet  furtim  faflidiaviffirix* 

SECT.  V. 

IT  N  the  preceding  SeCtion  I  have  fup« 
JL  poled  the  matter  of  the  abfcefs  to  have 
been  formed,  and  collected,  but  dill  to 
have  been  contained  within  the  cavity, 
until  let  out  from  thence  by  an  incifion. 

i 

I  AM 


i 
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I  am  now  to  confider  it  as  having 
made  its  own  way  out,  without  the  help 
of  arto 

This  ftate  of  the  difeafe  is  alfo  fubjedt 
to  fome  variety  of  appearance  ;  and  thefe 
different  appearances  have  produced  not 
only  a  multiplicity  of  appellations,  but  a 
groundlefs  fuppofition  alfo  of  a  variety  of 
effentially  different  circumftances. 

When  a  difcharge  of  the  matter  by 
incifion  is  too  long  delayed,  or  negleded. 
It  makes  its  own  way  out,  by  burfting 
the  external  parts  fomewhere  near  to  the 
fundament ;  or  by  eroding  and  making  a 
hole  through  the  inteftine  into  its  cavity; 
or  fometimes  by  both.  And  in  either 
cafe,  the  difcharge  is  made  fometimes  by 
one  orifice  only,  and  fometimes  by  more. 
Thofe  in  which  the  matter  has  made  its 
efcape  by  one,  or  more  openings  through 
the  Ikin  only,  are  called  blind,  external 
fiftulse ;  thofe  in  which  the  difcharge  has 
been  made  into  the  cavity  of  the  inteftine, 
without  any  orifice  in  the  fkin,  are  named 
blind,  internal ;  and  thofe  which  have  an 

H  opening 
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opening  both  through  the  fkin,  and  into 
the  gut,  are  called  complete  fiftuke. 

This  is  the  language  of  all  writers,  as 
I  have  already  obferved :  and  thus  all 
thefe  cafes  are  deemed  fiftulous,  when 
hardly  any  of  them  ever  are  fo ;  and 
none  of  them  necefiarily.  They  are  hill 
mere  abfcefles,  which  have  burft  without 
the  help  of  art,  and  if  taken  proper  and 
timely  care  of,  will  require  no  fuch  treat¬ 
ment  as  a  true  fiftula  may  poffibdy  ftand  in 
need  of*  *  • 

The  moft  frequent  of  all,  are  what 
are  called  the  blind,  external  $  and  the 
complete.  The  method  whereby  each 
of  thefe  ftates  may  be  known,  is,  by  in¬ 
troducing  a  probe  into  the  finus  by  the 
orifice  in  the  fkin,  while  the  fore-finger 
is  within  the  redlum  :  this  will  give 
the  examiner  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
exadtly  the  true  date  of  the  cafe,  with  all 
its  circumftances. 

Whether  the  cafe  be  what  is  called 
a  complete  fiftula,  or  not,  that  is,  whe¬ 
ther  there  be  an  opening  in  the  fkin  only, 

or 
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or  one  there,  and  another  in  the  inteftine, 
the  appearance  to  the  eye  is  much  the 
fame.  Upon  difcharge  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  the  external  fwelling  fubfides,  and 
the  inflamed  color  of  the  Ikin  difappears, 
the  orifice,  which  at  firft  was  lloughy 
and  foul,  after  a  day  or  two  are  paft,  be¬ 
comes  clean,  and  contrails  in  fize,  but 
the  difcharge,  by  fretting  the  parts  about, 
renders  the  patient  (fill  uneafy. 

As  this  kind  of  opening  feldom  proves 
fufficient  for  a  cure,  (though  it  fometimes 
does)  the  induration  in  fome  degree  re¬ 
mains  i  and  if  the  orifice  happens  not  to 
be  a  depending  one,  fome  part  of  the 
matter  lodges,  and  is  difcharged  by  in¬ 
tervals,  or  may  be  preffed  out  by  the  fin¬ 
gers  of  an  examiner.  The  difeafe  in  this 
ftate  is  not  very  painful,  but  it  is  trou- 
blefome,  nafty,  and  offenfive;  the  conti¬ 
nual  difcharge  of  a  thin  kind  of  fluid 
from  it,  creates  heat,  and  caufes  excoria¬ 
tion  in  the  parts  about ;  it  daubs  the  lin- 
I  nea  of  the  patient ;  and  is  at  times  very 
j  fetid  *  the  orifice  alfo  fometimes  contrails 
|  fo  as  not  to  be  fufficient  for  the  difcharge; 

H  2  and 
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and  the  lodgment  of  the  matter  then  occa- 
fions  frefti  difturbance* 

The  means  of  cure  propofed  and 
praCtifed  by  our  anceftors  were  three* 
viz.  cauftic,  ligature,  and  incifion. 

f 

The  intention  in  each  of  thefe  is  the 
fame,  viz.  to  form  one  cavity  of  the  finus 
gnd  inteftine,  by  laying  the  former  into 
the  latter. 

Fear  of  hemorrhage  in  making  a 
large  divifion  of  parts,  and  a  defign  to 
deftroy  callofity,  gave  rife  to  the  ufe  of 
cauftics,  for  this  purpofe  :  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  them  in  different  forms  and 
manners  into  the  finus,  that  part  of  the 
inteftine  which  divides  its  cavity  from  that 
pf  the  abfcefs,  is  intended  to  be  deftroy- 
ed  3  and  thereby  the  propofed  end  of  ma¬ 
king  one  cavity  of  the  two  is  to  be  accom- 
plifhed  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time;  the  fup- 
pofed  callofity  is  to  be  wafted.  For  this 
purpofe,  fome  of  the  moft  fatiguing  and 
painful  efcharotics  have  been  prefcribed 
and  ufed  :  the  pulvis  angelicus,  the  la¬ 
pis  infernalis,  and  troches  and  paftes  made 
yrith  fublimate,  arfenic,  &c#  But  the 


me- 
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method  is  fo  cruel*  fo  tedious,  and  fo  Inex«* 
pert,  that  I  hope  it  is  by  this  time  totally 
out  of  ufe  :  it  was  founded  in  error,  tends 
only  to  mifchief,  and  I  will  not  wafte  the 
reader’s  time  in  faying  any  thing  more 
about  it e. 

The  terror  which  a  cutting  inftrument 
jieceffarily  carries  with  it ;  the  fear  of  a 
flux  of  blood  from  fome  confiderable  vef- 
fels,  together  with  a  ftrange  nonfenfical  opi» 
nion,  that  a  gradual  divifion  of  the  parts 
was  followed  by  a  more  found  cure,  than 

an 

*  Doctor  Daniel  Turner,  who  pra&ifed  furgery 
within  thefe  few  years,  ufed  this  method  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent.  In  his  works  may  be  found  an  account  of  his 
forming  tents  of  the  trochefci  e  minio ;  and  thrufting 
them  into  the  finus,  there  to  remain  till  they  had  pro¬ 
duced  a  fufficient  efchar.  In  the  fame  writer  are  ac¬ 
counts  of  ftrong  probe- fciflars,  made  to  cut  through 
parts  of  confiderable  thicknefs  ;  and  where  the  external 
orifice  was  at  a  great  diftanee  from  the  anus  :  and  of 
an  iron  fcoop,  made  (to  ufe  the  Dolor’s  own  words) 
like  a  cheefe-monger’s  tafter,  to  be  thruft  up  the  rec¬ 
tum,  and  affift  in  the  divifion  of  it.  What  ideas  this 
gentleman  had  of  the  difeafe,  or  of  human  fenfation,  I 
cannot  imagine.  The  fame  gentleman,  fpeaking  of 
the  ufe  of  this  iron  fcoop,  tells  us,  that  when  he  ufed 
it  on  one  particular  patient,  the  man  thought  that  the 
Do£fc>r  was  only  thrufting  up  the  dreffings.  It  is  no 
difficult  matter  to  conceive  what  kind  of  dreffings 
this  man  muft  have  been  accuftomed  to,  who  could 
not  diftinguifh  between  the  application  of  them,  and 
the  thrufting  up  an  iron  fcoop. 
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an  immediate  one  by  catting,  produced 
the  coarfe,  unhandy  method  by  ligature. 
The  manner  of  ufing  it  was  this.  A 
probe,  or  needle,  (according  to  the  com¬ 
plete,  or  incomplete  ftate  of  the  fuppofed 
fiftula)  armed  with  a  ftrong  ligature,  was 
introduced,  either  naked  or  in  a  canula, 
by  the  orifice  in  the  buttock,  and  brought 
out  at  the  anus  by  the  operator’s  finger : 
when  that  was  done,  the  two  ends  of  the 
faid  ligature  were  tied  together  in  fuch 
manner,  and  at  fuch  repeated  times,  as 
by  degrees  to  cut  thro’  all  that  was  be¬ 
tween  its  loop,  and  its  knot  ;  that  is,  all 
that  part  of  the  inteftine  which  was  next 
to  the  finus. 

Among  writers  on  this  fubjedt  will  be 
found,  very  formal  directions  about  the 
proper  time  of  the  year  for  performing 
this  operation;  as  well  as  concerning  the 
proper  materials  wherewith  to  make  the 
ligature.  But  as  the  whole  operation  is, 
on  every  principle  of  eafe,  expedition, 
fafety,  or  certainty,  unfit  for  practice,  it 
would  be  an  abufe  of  the  reader’s  pa¬ 
tience  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  it f. 

The 

f  See  Celfus,  whofe  account  of  the  method  by  liga¬ 
ture  has  been  followed  by  moll  of  the  writers  fince.— * 

‘  7  «  In 
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The  third  method  is  that  by  incifiom 

I  have  already  given  my  opinion  on 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  bell  and 
moft  proper  method  of  dividing  the  in- 
teftine,  in  the  cafe  of  a  collection  of  mat- 
ter  formed  juxta  anum, 

The  intention  to  be  aimed  at  by  inci- 
lion  in  the  prefent  cafe  is  exactly  the 
fame,  and  (I  think)  ought  to  be  executed 
in  the  fame  manner.  I  never  faw  that 
any  other  kind  of  operation  was  necefia- 
ry  5  I  have  not,  for  many  years,  performed 
any  other  $  and  I  do  not  recoiled  a  fin* 
gle  inftance  in  which  it  has  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  cure,  in  fuch  cafes  as  were  cura- 
able  by  any  means. 

If 


*  In  has  demiflo  fpecillo,  ad  ultimum  ejus  caput  incidi 
4  cutis  debet ;  dein  novo  foramine  fpecillum  educi  lino 
4  fequente ;  quod  in  aliam  ejus  partem,  ob  id  ipfum 
4  perforatam  conjedtum  fit :  ibi  linum  apprehenden- 

*  dum,  ligandumque  cum  altero  capite  eft  $  ut  laxe  cu- 
c  tern,  quae  fuper  ftftulam  eft,  teneat :  idque  linum 
4  debet  efie  crudum,  &  duplex,  triplexve,  fic  tortum 
4  ut  unitas  in  eo  fadta  fit.  Interim  autem  licet  negotia 
c  agere,  ambulare,  lavare,  cibum  capere,  perinde  at- 
4  que  fanilfimo,’  &c. 


X 
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If  therefore  I  intended  to  give  my  own 
opinion  merely,  on  this  fabjeft,  I  fhould 
fay,  that  the  fame  divifion  of  the  inteftine, 
and  with  the  fame  inftrument,  is  all  that 
is  required ;  and  referring  my  reader 
back  to  the  preceding  fe&ion,  fhould  give 
him  no  farther  trouble  on  this  head*  But 
as  I  find  my  fentiments  in  this  matter  are 
fomewhat  different  from  thofe  of  many, 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  be  indulged  in  the  ufe 
of  a  few  words, 

*-N 

I  have  faid,  that  in  whatever  manner* 
or  with  whatever  inftrument,  the  inteftine 
be  divided,  the  intention  is  the  fame,  viz, 
to  lay  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs  into  that 
of  the  gut ;  and  thereby  to  convert  a 
hollow  finuous  fore,  into  an  open  one  $ 
preventing  by  the  fame  means  the  future 
lodgment  of  matter,  and  giving  room  for 
the  application  of  proper  dreffings. 

The  two  cafes  (a  collection  of  matter* 
and  a  finus)  feem  to  me  to  require  exact¬ 
ly  the  fame  treatment ;  and  I  have  never 
found  it  fail  of  being  equally  fuccefsful  in 
both  ;  that  is,  I  never  found,  that  the 
matter  having  found  its  own  way  out, 

made 
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made  any  other  operation  on  the  gut,  ex¬ 
cept  the  mere  Ample  divifion,  at  all  ne~ 
celTary. 

But  it  is  faid,  and  that  by  authors  to 
whom  great  regard  is  due,  that  this  is  not 
all  that  is  requifite,  efpecially  in  the  prefent 
circumftances  -9  that  this  will  not  produce 
a  cure,  or  aflure  fuccefs ;  that  mere  divi- 
lion  of  the  inteftine  is  not  fufficient ;  and 
that  unlefs  we  cut  out,  remove,  and  ex¬ 
tirpate  a  portion  both  of  the  faid  inteftine, 
and  of  the  fkin  conftituting  what  is  called 
the  verge  of  the  anus,  a  firm  and  lafting 
cure  will  not  follow. 

Th  is  is  the  dodrine  of  writers  of  emi¬ 
nence,  and  the  practice  of  a  large  body  of 
furgeons. 

When  I  have  mentioned  the  names  of 
Chefelden,  De  la  Faye,  and  Le  Dran,  I 
need  not  cite  any  others  of  lets  note. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  gentleman,  whofe 
reputation  in  his  profeffion  was  great  5 
the  two  latter  are  in  as  high  charader 
now  in  France.  The  influence  of  thefe 
upon  their  readers  muft  be  contiderable; 
and  therefore  it  becomes  a  matter  of  the 
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more  importance  that  their  doCtrine  be 
juft  and  defenfible. 

The  methods  which  thefe  gentlemen  have 
propofed,  and  which  have  been  by  many 
adopted,  are  fomewhat  different  from 
each  other  ;  but  do  all  tend  to  the  fame 
purpofe ;  are  all  calculated  to  prevent 
imaginary  evils  $  and  are  all  productive  of 
real  ones. 

'  i-  ■  '  . 

That  I  may  not  be  thought  to  have 
done,  or  to  have  intended  any  injury  to 
thefe  gentlemen  by  mifreprefentation,  I 
Ihall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  theif 
words, 

'  Mr,  Chefelden,  in  the  laft  edition  of  his 
anatomy,  fays,— “  The  true  fiftula  runs 
£C  between  the  mufcular  and  inner  coat 
€C  of  the  redum  :  it  is  cured  by  opening 
it  the  whole  length  into  the  cavity  of 
£C  the  gut :  but  it  is  yet  better,  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  extirpate  ail  that  is  fiftu- 
ic  lous  and  fchirrous  $  for  that  is  a  fure 
*c  way  to  make  one  operation  perfect  the 
u  cure/' 

Iks 

In  his  obfervations  publiftied  at  the  end 
of  Mr.  Gataker’s  tranflation  of  Le  Draffs 

fur- 


(  59  ) 

furgery ;  Mr.  Chefelderi  defcrlbes  a  tht* 
thod  of  his  own  inventing  by  the  intro* 
dudion  of  one  blade  of  a  pair  of  poly¬ 
pus-forceps  into  the  finus?  and  of  the  other 
into  the  redam.  By  which  means  a  cer¬ 
tain  portion  of  the  inteftine  is  held  faffc 
between  the  chops  of  the  inftrument,  in 
order  to  be  cut  out  with  the  fciflars. 

After  having  given  an  explanation  of 
a  plate,  defigned  to  reprefent  the  forceps 
introduced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  hold 
the  piece  of  inteftine  faft,  he  adds,— 1 
c&  formerly  cut  out  a  pyramidal  piece  in 

the  manner  here  defcribed  $  but  I  find 
€C  this  way  with  the  forceps  much  more 
‘c  convenient,  and  more  eafy  to  be  exe- 
€C  cuted.'? 

How  much  this  method  may  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  that  which  Mr.  Chefelden  ufed 
to  pradife,  I  know  not  ^  but  I  will  ven^ 
ture  to  fay,  that  this  more  eafy  method  is 
horridly  painful,  is  operofe,  and  abfolufce- 
ly  unneceffary  towards  obtaining  a  cure* 

The  wound,  that  is,  the  orifice  of 
the  finus  in  the  buttock,  is  by  Mr.  Che- 
felden’s  ■  diredion,  to  be  firft  dilated  with 
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a  fponge-tent,  then  one  of  the  blades 
of  a  pair  of  large  polypus-forceps  is  to 
be  thruft  up  the  finus,  while  the  other 
within  the  inteftine  pinches  it  between 
them  ;  and  then,  this  piece  fo  pinched  is 
to  be  fnipped  out  by  the  repeated  attacks 
of  a  pair  of  fcifiars.  A  very  tedious,  and 
very  painful  operation  this  muft  neceflarily 
be  •>  and  by  Mr.  Chefelden’s  own  account 
not  always  fuccefsful  :  for  although  he 
does  fay,— The  operation  being  thus  per-* 
formed,  I  have  never  found  wanting  a  fe~ 
cond  cutting  yet  he  immediately  adds, 
— “  If  after  this  operation,  there  is  ftill 
an  internal  difcharge  into  the  gut,  it 
4C  may  be  an  ufeful  iffue  :  and  continue 
“  the  benefit  which  nature  defigned  by  the 
cc  difeafe®.  We  fhould  alfo  be  very  care- 
£C  ful  not  to  perform  it  when  the  patient 
cc  is  troubled  with  the  piles ;  for  I  have 

known 


s  This  is  a  method  of  making  an  iflue,  to  which 
few  people  would  (I  believe)  chufe  to  fubmit :  efpe- 
cially  if  they  confider,  that  they  might  have  enjoyed 
all  the  benefit  of  it  without  any  operation  at  all  ; 
merely  by  leaving  their  difeafe  to  nature.  The  fame 
gentleman,  fpeaking  of  the  inteftine  return,  tells  us, 
that  he  once  applied  a  cauftic  lengthways  on  the  in  fide 
of  the  inverted  gut,  to  cure  a  prolapfus  :  and  adds, 
that  it  proved  fuccefsful.  This  I  am  almofi  lorry  tor ; 
left  Mr.  Chefelden’s  authority  fhould  tempt  any  othe^ 
perfon  to  make  the  fame  attempt. 
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u  known  one,  in  that  cafe, 
€t  death.” 


bleed  ta 


It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  make 
great  objections  to  this  method  of  opera*- 
ting,  even  if  the  one  thing  intended  by  it 
was  neceffary  ;  I  mean,  the  extirpation  of 
a  portion  of  the  reCtum  :  this  end  might 
certainly  be  obtain’d  by  eafier  means :  but 
as  that  is  not  the  cafe,  as  fuch  extirpation 
appears  to  me  to  be  totally  unneceffary,  I 
fhall  not  enter  into  it. 

Mr.  De  la  Faye,  a  practitioner  and  writer 
of  eminence  in  France,  and  a  gentleman 
to  whom  the  chirurgic  world  is  much  in¬ 
debted,  is  a  warm  patron  of  the  practice  of 
cutting  away  both  a  part  of  the  inteftine, 
and  of  the  fkin  compofing  the  verge  of  the 
anus.  After  the  external  incifion  necef¬ 
fary  for  letting  out  the  matter  has  been 
made,  he  fays,- — <c  Si  le  pus  a  fait  un 
<c  progres  confiderable  du  cote  de  la  feflfe, 
<c  on  y  fera  une  autre  incifion,  qui  tom- 
cc  beraq)erpendiculairement  fur  1’  incifion 
<c  longitudinale  $  on  coupera  les  angles 
cc  formez  par  ces  incifions,  pour  rendre 
<c  T  exterieur  de  la  playe  plus  large  que  le 
5C  fond,  &  pour  panfer  plus  aifement.” 

4  Mf 
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*  If  the  matter  has  extended  itfelf  conf!^ 

*  derably  toward  the  buttock,  another  in- 

*  cifion  fhould  be  made  in  fiich  manner 
c  as  to  crofs  the  former 3  the  angles  for- 
«  med  by  which  incifions  fhould  be  cut 

*  away  5  as  well  to  render  the  external  part 
«  of  the  wound  larger  than  the  internal  5 
«  as  to  give  room  for  the  more  convenient 
«  application  of  dreflings  to  the  fore/ 

If  Mr.  De  la  Faye  had  ever  in.  his  own 
perfon  had  the  misfortune  to  experience 
the  inconvenience  arifing  from  the  lofs  of 
fkin  near  to  the  fundament  3  or  had  he 
attended  to  that  which  it  produces  to 
thofe  who  either  from  choice,  or  neceflity, 
ride  or  walk  much,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
he  would  have  been  more  fparing  of  it. 

For  the  firft  three  or  four  days  this 
kind  of  incifion  does  certainly  render  the 
application  of  dreflings  more  convenient; 
becaufe  the  wound  is  thereby  confiderably 
inlarged  3  but  as  foon  as  digeflion  has 
foftned  the  edges  of  the  fingle  perpendicu¬ 
lar  incifion,  that  difference  ceafes  3  and  the 
dreflings  may  be  applied  with  equal  faci¬ 
lity  to  the  one  as  to  the  other. 

Af- 
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After  this  period  is  paft,  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  two  is  indeed  much 
more  confiderable  ;  the  cutting  away  the 
angles  adding  not  a  little  to  the  length  of 
time  requifite  for  a  cure;  rendring  the 
fore  much  larger,  and  more  troublefome  ; 
and  fubjefting  the  patient  very  often  to 
great  inconvenience  arifing  from  the  kind 
of  cicatrix  which  it  neceffarily  produces. 

Mr.  De  la  Faye,  after  having  defcribed 
the  manner  of  palling  the  probe,  or  the 
fulcated  director,  in  order  to  make  a  Am¬ 
ple  longitudinal  divifion  of  the  inteftinep 
adds, — cc  On  ne  fe  contente  pas  aujourd- 
hui  de  couper  la  fiflule  entre  les  deux 
e<  extremites  du  ftilet ;  on  faite  une  incifion 
“  qui  renferme  dans  fon  circuit  ces  deux 
u  extremites  :  et  par  le  moyen  de  laquelle, 
€6  en  les  tirant  en  meme  temps,  on  em~ 
“  porte  toute  la  fiftule,  qui  fe  trouve 
u  comme  embrochee  dans  Y  anfe  for- 
€g  mee  par  cette  inftrument :  h  on  fait  en- 

<c  fuite 

h  It  might  be  fuppofed,  from  the  manner  in  which 
this  is  delivered,  that  the  method  was  a  modern  inven¬ 
tion  :  whereas  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  old  one. 
Guido’s  defcription  of  it  is  as  follows. — “  Penetrantes 
fiftulae  (fecundum  Rhazin)  non  fanantur,  niii  cum 
Cl  ligatione,  et  extradlione  cum  falce. 

<6  Modus  incifionis  cum  falce  eft,  quod  extrahatur 
cum  chordula  imnaifta  cxt&  quantum  poffibjle  er& 

in* 
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u  fuite  a  la  parte  inferieure  de  la  playe, 
*c  une  incifion,  qui  fert  comme  de  gou- 
tiere  a  la  fuppuration.”  4  The  pre- 
6  fent  practitioners  do  not  content  them- 

*  felves  with  merely-dividing  the  finus, 
€  but  making  ufe  of  the  probe  as  a  kind 

*  of  loop,  they  pull  the  parts  towards 
€  them;  and  then  by  a  free  and  aimoft 

*  circular  incifion,  cut  out  the  whole  fi- 
s  itula ;  after  which,  they  make  fuch  an 
€  incifion  in  the  lower  part,  as  may  bell 

4  ferve 

inteftinum  comprehenfum  per  ipfam  chord ularn  ;  et  poll 
jntromittendum  inftrumentum  pofitum  ab  Albucaii  bene 
fcindens ;  totum  iliud,  quod  comprehenfum  eft  cum 
chordula  fcindatur  ;  ita,  quod  chordula  expediatur. 

Guido. 

So  alfo  Brunus,  having  defcribed  the  method  by  liga¬ 
ture,  goes  on  to  that  by  incifion. 

“  Operario  autem  fecuudi  modi  eft,  ut  non  ftringa- 
tur  fpacus  [the  ligature]  ficut  narratum  eft  ad  inci- 
dendos  carnes,  fed  ligentur  tantum  ipfius  extremita- 
tes  llmul,  et  ut  fit  ifte  fpacus  fortior  et  groftior  illo 
i6  qui  carnes  incidit :  deinde  extende  fpacum  cum  una 
£C  in  annum  tuarum  verfus  exteriora,  et  cum  altera  ma- 
nu  tua  incide  illas  carnes  quae  funt  inter  illas  duas 
^  extremitates  fpaci,  cum  inftrumento  curvae  extremi- 
tatis.” 

This  is  exactly  what  is  now  by  fome  called  Cutting 
upon  the  Wire  ;  and  1  have  feen  in  the  hkids  of  a  very 
ingenious  gentleman  a  fingle  inftrument,  very  capable 
of  executing  all  this  purpofe  ;  that  is,  of  cutting  out 
ten  times  as  much  as  can  ever  be  neceiTary. 

The  fame  account  is  to  be  found  in  Lanfranc,  Ro- 
^erius,  and  moft  of  the  old  writers,  who,  in  this,  as 
in  moft  other  inftances,  have  done  little  more  than 
merely  copy  each  other. 
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*  ferve  the  purpofe  of  a  free  difcharge  of 
c  matter/ 

'  '  . 

This  method,  as  far  as  regards  the 
mere  operation,  is  certainly  preferable  to 
that  with  the  forceps  and  fciffars  ;  but  it 
produces  the  fame  deftrudtion  of  parts, 
and  the  fame  future  inconveniences :  like 
that  it  is  built  upon  a  fuppolition,  that 
fuch  a  removal  of  parts  is  neceffary  to¬ 
ward  a  cure  j  and  therefore,  like  that, 
ftands  upon  a  fuppolition  which  is  not 
true. 

\ 

The  fame  gentleman,  in  another  pa- 
ragraph,  admits,  that  this  method  of  ope¬ 
rating  is  not  proper  in  certain  circum- 
ftances ;  (which  circumftances  cannot 
poffibiy  render  the  difeafe  eafier  of  cure) 
and  in  fuch  cafe,  advifes  the  mere  longi¬ 
tudinal  fedtion  of  the  gut. — <c  Nean- 
(i  moins  le  canal  fiftuleux  pourroit  etre  li 
“  profond,  ou  le  trou  exterieur  de  la  fi- 
<c  ftule  dans  un  lieu  de  la  feffe  fi  eloigne 
u  du  fondement  qu’en  faifant  1*  operation 
*c  de  la  maniere  qu’on  vient  de  decrire,  on 
u  emporteroit  une  trop  grande  portion  de 
sc  la  fubftance.  En  ce  cas  on  ouvre  fur 
u  une  fonde  canelee  la  fiftule  dans  fa 

K  “  longueur. 
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cc  longueur,  See.”  e  Neverthelefs  the  fiflu- 
cc  lous  hollow  may  be  fo  deep  ;  or  the 
€C  external  orifice  in  the  buttock  at  fuch 
c  diftance  from  the  anus,  that  if  the  ope- 
c  ration  be  performed  in  the  manner  juft 
c  deferibed,  it  would  occafion  too  large 
c  a  lofs  of  fubftance.  In  this  cafe,  the 
e  fmus  mull  be  opened  lengthways  by 
€  means  of  a  grooved  director/- — Mr.  Dela 
Faye  does  not  indeed  fay  in  exprefs  terms, 
that  this  longitudinal  divifion  will  be  fuf- 
ficienfc  for  a  cure  ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
fay  for  him,  that  I  know  from  repeated 
experience,  that  it  will.  The  obfervation 
therefore,  which  this  gentleman  has  made 
concerning  the  lofs  of  fubftance  is  not  only 
juft,  and  true  in  itfelf ;  but  it  is  alfo  an  ob» 
fervation,  which,  if  properly  attended  to, 
will  lead  to  a  truth,  which  he  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  fufficiently  apprized  of; 
which  is,  that  every  operation  of  this 
fort,  (that  is,  every  extirpation  of  parts,) 
is  unoeceffary,  and  therefore  wrong. 
Large  hollows,  in  which  confiderable 
quantities  of  matter  have  been  formed, 
¥/hofe  extent  with  regard  to  the  inteftine 
is  deep,  and  whofe  orifice  is  in  the  but** 
took,  at  a  diftance  from  the  anus,  have 
always  more  induration  about  them,  and 

dif- 
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difcharge  a  larger  quantity  of  gleet,  than 
thofe  which  are  fmaller,  more  (hallow., 
and  thinner,  and  whofe  matter  has  burft 
its  way  out  by  an  opening  near  to  the 
fundament.  If  the  former  then  are  cura¬ 
ble  by  a  mere  longitudinal  divifion  of  the 
inteftine,  without  excifion,  which  Mr.  De 
la  Faye,  by  his  prefcription,  in  fome 
meafure  allows  3  (and  which  is  a  truth  be¬ 
yond  contradiction  or  conteft)  furely  ex¬ 
tirpation  muft  be  unneceflary  in  the  latter. 
It  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  nature  will 
be  able  to  do  more  in  cafes  attended  with 
increafed  difficulties,  and  impediments, 
than  in  thofe  where  every  circumftance  is 
more  favourable,  every  hindrance  lefs. 
And  yet  whoever  cuts  away  a  portion  of 
the  inteftine  in  the  latter  ;  and  omitting, 
or  not  performing  fuch  operation  in  the 
former,  finds  that  they  will  do  well  with¬ 
out  it,  muft  reafon  in  that  manner,  and 
(hut  his  eyes  againft  conviction, 

Mr.  De  la  Faye  is  indeed  fenfible  of 

* 

the  ill  confequences  which  fuch  treatment 
produces,  and  has  endeavoured  to  guard 
againft  them  as  well  as  he  can  ;  but  who¬ 
ever  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have 
been  fo  treated,  knows  that  all  thefe  pre- 

K  2  <£  cautions 
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cautions  are  in  general  ineffectual :  his 
words  are,* — cc  LorfqiFon  a  coupe  dans 
C£  Foperation  une  portion  confiderable  du 
€C  bord  de  F  anus,  &  que  les  chairs  com- 
ct  mencent  a  remplir  le  vuide,  il  faut  met- 
€<  tre  dans  V  ouverture  de  cette  partie  une 
cc  tente,  un  peu  courte,  que  en  empe- 
cc  chant  le  retreciffement  lui  conferve  fon 

.  *  "  <  ,  s  ‘  ;  *  '  '  1 

cc  diametre,”  —  c  When  a  confiderable 

•  .  i'  .  .  -  .  '  -  ,  . 

c  portion  of  the  verge  of  the  anus  has  been 
€  cut  away  in  the  operation  ;  and  new  fleili 
4  begins  to  fill  up  the  void  fpace,  a  fhort 
£  tent  fhould  be  introduced  into  the  part, 
c  in  order  to  hinder  the  fundament  from 
c  contracting  in  its  diameter —but  which  it 
will  often  do,  in  fpite  of  all  the  tents  in 

;  • A'  ■  ‘  <  '  •  '■  ;  m 

the  world, 

t .  -  ■  *  ; . 

Mr.  Le  Bran,  a  writer  and  practitioner 
of  confiderable  figure  in  Paris,  and  whofe 
works  have  been  tranflated  into  Englifh 
by  Mr,  Gataker,  is  very  particular  with 
regard  to  this  difeafe,  and  the  method  of 
treating  it  s  and  is  alfo  an  advocate  for 
this  exfcinding  fcheme,  even  more  than 
Mr.  De  la  Faye. 

This  gentleman  ufes  the  term  fiftula 
without  any  regard  to  the  date  of  the  dif- 

:  "  cafes 
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eafe  ;  or  any  attending  circumftances, 
cept  the  common  and  almoft  neceffary 
appearances,  when  an  abfcefs  of  this 
kind  has  been  {offered  to  burft,  viz.  a 
fmall  orifice,  fome  degree  of  induration, 
and  a  difcharge  of  faxal  matter :  all  which 
are  circumftances  that  necefiarily  accom¬ 
pany  every  abfcefs  formed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of,  and  piercing  the  redtum  : 
and  this  at  the  very  firft  hour,  full  as  much 
as  at  any  time  after.  So  that,  according  to  % 
this  manner  of  ufing  the  term,  an  abfcefs 
fo  circumftanced,  and  a  fiftula,  are  fynoni- 
mous:  which  1  apprehend,  cannot  be  with¬ 
out  confounding  together  two  things  mate^ 
rially  and  effentially  different  from  each 
other.  He  fays,- — £<  Je  vois  un  petit  trou  a 
<c  cote  de  V  anus,  je  fens  de  callofites  a u tour, 
et  je  vois  fortir  par  ce  trou  une  afiez 
tc  grande  quantite  de  pus  ;  je  conclus  que 
u  c’  eft  une  fiftule  qui  peut-etre  intereffe 
€(  T  inteftin  redtum.  je  vois  fortir  par 
u  ce  trou  un  peu  de  matiere  ftercorale 
<€  delayee  5  ou  bien  le  malade  me  dit, 

££  qu’il  en  forte  quelquefois  ;  je  ne  doute 
plus  que  le  boyau  ne  foit  perce ;  et 
ct  je  dis  que  c’eft  un  fiftule  completted* 

— £  When  I  fee  a  fmall  orifice  by  the 

c  fide 
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c  fide  of  the  anus,  and  perceive  a  hard- 

*  nefs  round  about  it,  and  find  that  it  dif- 
c  charges  a  large  quantity  of  matter,  I  con- 
€  elude  that  it  is  a  fiftula,  which  moft  pro- 
s  bably  affefts  the  re&um.  When  I  find 
c  fomething  like  feces  difeharged  from 

*  this  orifice,  or  mixed  with  what  is  dif- 
4  charged  from  it ;  or  the  patient  informs 
c  me,  that  fuch  kind  of  difeharge  is  made  5 
c  I  call  the  difeafe  a  complete  fiftula.>*~~ 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  general  cuftom 
notwithftanding  which,  the  difeafe,  in  the 
ftate  Mr.  Le  Dran  has  deferibed  it,  may 
have  no  one  true  charadteriftic  of  a  fiftu¬ 
la  ;  nor  require  any  of  that  treatment, 
which  is  faid  to  be  neceflary  and  proper 
in  fuch  cafe.  A  matter  of  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  patient. 

In  the  operative  part  of  the  treatment 
of  the  d'feafe,  Mr.  Le  Dran  warmly  ef- 
poufes  the  free  removal,  or  extirpation  of 
parts.—1 cc  S’  il  ne  Y  eft  que  d’urne  cote,  ii 
“  faut  emporter  ce  que  eft  denuej  cer- 
ss  tain  que  fi  1*  on  le  laifle,  la  playe  reftera 
cc  fiftuleufe  ;  et  que  fi  V  on  fe  contente  de 
'  *c  le  fendre,  les  deux  lambeaux  flottans 
ec  dans  la  playe  rendront  les  panfemens 
u  tres  difficiles,  et  me  me  la  playe  fiftu- 

<c  leufe.” 
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c£  leufe.” — c  If  the  difeafe  be  on  one  fide 
€  only,  all  that  part  of  the  inteftine  which  is 
4  laid  bare  by  the  matter,  ought  to  be  cut 
4  away  5  becaufe  it  is  certain,  that  if  fuch 
4  part  be  left  in  the  wound,  it  will  be- 
4  come  fiftulous ;  and  that  if  we  only 
4  make  a  fnnple  divifion,  the  divided  lips 
4  will  hang  loofe  and  floating  in  the 
4  wound,  will  render  the  application  of 
4  dreffings  difficult,  and  make  the  fore 
4  fiftulous/ 

These  are  Mr.  Le  Dran’s  words  and 
fentiments :  and  this  the  method  of  prac¬ 
tice,  which  is  taught,  and  followed  by  the 
majority. 

That  fome  fmall  part  of  this  procefs 
may  be  neceflary,  in  the  true,  old,  cal¬ 
lous,  fiftulous  fore,  I  do  not  deny ;  (tho* 
not  even  then  in  any  degree  equal  to  the 
above  direction)  but  that  the  whole  of  it 
is  abfolutely  unneceffary  in  the  recent  ab« 
feefs,  I  can  from  repeated  experience, 
venture  to  affirm.  That  mere  divifion  of 
the  naked  inteftine  (if  fuch  divifion  be 
dreffed  properly)  will  not  render  a  linus 
fiftulous,  which  was  not  fo  before,  is  a 
truth  as  clear  as  any  in  Euclid  ;  and  indeed 

it 
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it  is  to  me  matter  of  wonder  how  fuch 
opinion  could  ever  be  embraced.  The 
divifion  of  the  intefline,  by  laying  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  fin  us  open,  deftroys  or  removes 
the  principal  circumftance  which  can 
make  fuch  a  cafe  referable  a  fiftula ;  by 
converting  a  hollow  finuous  ulcer  into  an 
open  one :  and  with  regard  to  the  other 
charadteriftic,  induration,  certain  it  is,  that 
if  the  knife  does  not  find  the  parts  hard, 
it  cannot  pofiibly  make  them  fo  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  puts  them  under  a  neceffity  of 
undergoing  fuch  a  degree  of  fuppuration, 
as,  if  properly  managed,  will  prove  the 
cure  of  that  very  induration. 

Mr.  Le  Dran  fays,  ct  That  the  lips  of 
“  the  wound  will  hang  floating  ;  will 
<c  render  the  dreflings  difficult,  and  the 
€C  fore  fiftulousf’  I  think  I  underftand 
what  Mr.  Le  Dran  means :  the  tumid 
lips  of  the  recently-made  incifion  will 
certainly  be  a  hindrance  to  the  cramming 
in  a  quantity  of  dreflings ;  and  fuch  at¬ 
tempts  will  as  certainly  increafe  the  tu- 
mefadlion  and  hardnefs ;  and  if  perfifted 
in,  with  the  help  of  a  little  efcharotic, 
may  bid  fair  for  producing  a  callous  fore: 
but  all  this  lies  at  the  door  of  the  furgeon, 

and 


3 


(  73  ) 

and  not  of  the  cafe :  all  this  is  unneceffa- 
ry,  improper,  and  pernicious.  I  cannot, 
under  fuch  treatment  as  I  would  call  good 
furgery,  conceive  the  tumefadtion,  and 
inflamed  ftate  of  the  lips  of  the  divided 
gut  to  remain  more  than  a  few  days ;  du¬ 
ring  which  time,  it  mu  ft  be  the  bufinefs 

of  art,  to  appeafe,  relax,  and  produce 

r 

fuppuration  ;  which,  if  properly  execu¬ 
ted,  will  infallibly  prevent  all  tendency 
toward  a  fiftulous  fore,  inftead  of  produ¬ 
cing  one. 

That  the  lips  of  the  wound  in  the 
redtum  will  not  feparate  from  each  other 
in  fuch  manner  as  to  admit  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  lint  ;  and  that  the  membranous 
ftrudture  of  the  part  will  render  fuch  lips 
large  and  fubjedt  to  inflammation,  until 
fome  degree  of  fuppuration  comes  on,  is 
beyond  all  doubt;  but  neither  of  thefe 
are  reafons  for  extirpation :  for  the  in¬ 
flammation  will  be  full  as  high  where  a 
piece  is  cut  out,  as  where  the  part  is 
merely  divided,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of 
pain  and  uneafinefs  full  as  great,  if  not 
greater  :  and  with  regard  to  the  impradti- 
cability  of  putting  in  a  quantity  of  drefling, 

L  •  I 


I  repeat*  that  it  is  not  at  all  neceffary  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  wrong,  and 
tends  only  to  mifchief.  A  doffil  or  two  of 
fine  lint  fhould,  immediately  after  the  in- 
cifion  is  made,  be  placed  between  the  di* 
vided  lips,  by  paffing  them  from  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  rectum,  laterally  into  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  what  before  fuch  divifion  was  the 
finus :  thefe  fhould  not  be  removed  until 
either  the  beginning  fuppuration,  or  the 
neceflary  adtion  of  the  gut  in  going  to 
ftool,  throws  them  out;  when  their  place 
fliould  be  fupplied  with  others  of  equal 
fize,  ioibued  with  an  eafy  foft  digeftive. 

If  the  patient  be  in  health,  the  lips  of 

this  wound,  like  thofe  in  all  other  mem- 

*  * 

branous  parts,  after  they  have  been  crude, 
tumid,  and  inflamed,  and  have,  for  a 
few  days,  difcharged  a  thin,  dilcolour- 
ed  kind  of  gleet,  will  begin  to  fuppu- 
rate;  if  fuch  fuppuration  be  by  proper, 
that  is,  by  foft,  gentle  treatment,  encou¬ 
raged,  not  only  the  tumefaction  and  in¬ 
flammatory  hardnefs  brought  on  by  the 
incifion,  will  foon  lubfide  and  difappear, 
but  alfo  all  the  induration  which  attended 
the  fin^s  before  it  was  laid  open. 


On 


On  the  other  hand,  If  the  patient’s  ha¬ 
bit  be  bad,  and  no  fuch  inflammatory  tu¬ 
mefaction  fucceed  to  the  incifion,  bat  in- 
ftead  of  it,  the  lips  of  the  wound  are  foft, 
flabby,  and  inclining  to  be  livid,  the  cafe 
has  undoubtedly  an  unpromifing  appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  the  remedy  is  not  chirurgical  $ 
removal  of  parts  will  not  remove,  or  a- 
mend  this  ftate  of  the  fore,  or  at  all  lef- 
fen  the  hazard  arifing  from  it  :  it  may 
indeed  render  the  introduction  of  dref- 
fings  fomewhat  more  eafy,  but  it  neither 
will,  nor  can  make  fuch  dreflings  at  all 
more  effectual,  or  more  conducive  to  the 
one  end  which  ought  to  be  purfued. 

In  fuch  cafe,  the  remedy  muft  be  an 
internal  one  ;  and  whoever  depends  upon 
externals,  will  give  his  patient  much  un- 
neceflary  trouble,  and  only  wafte  his 
time. 

The  truth  is,  this  doctrine  of  the  necefe 
fity  of  cutting  out  a  portion  of  the  in- 
teftine,  (though  it  is  as  old,  or  perhaps 
older  than  Celfus l)  is  almoii  a  neeeffary 

L  2  con- 

*  In  hsc  genera  demifto  fpecillo,  duabus  lineis  inci* 
denda  cutis  eft,  ut  media  inter  eas  habenula  tenuis  ad- 

mod  urn 
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eonfequence  of  the  manner  in  which 
thefe  fores,  (upon  a  fuppofition  of  their 
being  fiftulous)  almoft  always  have  been 
and  do  ftill  continue  to  be  generally  treat¬ 
ed,- — I  mean,  the  cuftom  of  cramming 
them  full  of  lint,  and  of  charging  that 
lint  with  medicines,  which,  though  ufed 
under  more  gentle  appellations,  are  really 
efcharotics,  Upon  this  plan,  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  to  allow,  that  the  lips  of  the  divided 
inteftine  will  be  in  the  way  ;  and  prove  a 
confiderable  impediment  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  fuch  dreffings  $  and  I  will  alfo 
allow,  that  by  means  of  fuch  method,  and 
fuch  medicines,  the  whole  wound  will  be 
irritated,  inflamed,  and  hardned;  and  fo 
Far  wear  the  appearance  of  being  fiftu¬ 
lous,  as  neither  to  yield  good  matter,  nor 
be  difpofed  to  heal ;  at  leaft,  not  till  na¬ 
ture  has  got  the  better  of  the  furgeon. 

What  Mr.  Le  Dran  fays,  in  another 
paragraph  of  the  fame  trad:,  may  ferve 
to  ftrengthen  what  I  have  afferted. — 

“  S’il 

modum  injiciatur,  ne  protinus  ora  coeant,  fitque  locus 
aliquis  linimentis,  quse  quam  pauciffima  fuperinjicienda 
funt,  omniaque  eodem  modo  facienda,  quae  in  abfceffi- 
bus  pofita  funt.  C  e  l  s  u  s  . 

,  4 
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S’  il  eft  denue  des  deux  cotes,  ill  faut 
<c  pour  le  conferver,  faire  a  V  autre  fefle  une 
contre  ouverture,  pres  de  la,  &  la  faire 
aflfez  longue  pour  pouvoir  panfer  com- 
<c  modement ;  puis  ecouter  ce  que  la  na- 
cc  ture  fera  pour  lui.” — *  If  the  gut  be 
c  denuded  on  both  fides,  a  counter-open- 
*  ing  fhould  be  made  on  the  other  fide, 
c  long  enough  to  permit  conveniently' the 
f  application  of  dreflings  $  and  then  we 
c  fhould  wait,  and  fee  what  nature  will 
c  do  toward  affifting  the  patient.* 

A  very  important  piece  of  advice  this* 
worth  all  the  directions  for  the  extirpa¬ 
tion  of  parts  $  and  which,  if  timely  and 
duly  attended  to,  will  generally  render  all 
fuch  directions  quite  unneceflary. 

It  is  indeed  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
the  fame  gentleman  fhould  give  the  above 
very  excellent  advice,  and  almoft  in  the 
fame  breath  add  what  follows. — cc  S’  il  eft 
<c  denue  exaCtement  dans  toute  fa  circon- 
<c  ference,  &  que  fon  depouillement  ne 
u  s’  etend  pas  plus  haut  que  les  releveurs 
cc  de  T  anus,  il  faut  emporter  tout  ce  qui 
eft  denue/—*  If  the  inteftine  be  bared 
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*  by  the  matter  all  round,  and  this  deiiu- 

*  dation  does  not  extend  above  the  leva- 
€  tores  ani,  all  that  part  which  is  fo  bared, 

*  fiiould  be  extirpated.’  That  is,  the 
whole  verge  of  the  anus :  all  that  part 
which  is  fo  formed  by  nature,  as  by 
its  relaxation  to  permit  the  largeft,  and 
m oft  folid  ftool  to  pafs  out;  and  by  its 
conftriction  to  detain  and  keep  in  for  a 
while,  the  moft  fluid,  flharp,  and  ftimu- 
lating  one  :  all  that  part,  which  when  de¬ 
ft  royed  or  removed,  not  only  never  can 
be  renewed,  but  never  can  have  its  place 
fupplied,  nor  its  office  properly  executed 
by  what  muft  fucceed  to  it :  furely,  it 
may  with  great  juftice  be  faid,  that  the 
laft  ftate  of  a  man  in  thefe  circumftances  is 
worfe  than  the  firft ;  and  that  his  remedy 
proves  a  moft  affli&ing  difeafe  *. 

Pre- 

»  . 

*  In  the  Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy,  is  a  cafe  of 
this  kind,  related  by  Mr.  Faget.  The  patient  had  an  ab- 
fcefs  on  each  fide  of  the  return ;  which  before  Mr.  Faget 
faw  it  had  been  opened  without  meddling  with  the  gut. 

The  two  abfcelles  communicated  by  a  hollow  orlinus 
under  the  os  coccygis  ;  the  depth  in  all  the  upper  part 
is  defcribed  to  be  about  two  inches,  but  in  the  perineum 
the  fkin  only  was  feparated  ;  that  is,  the  hollow  was 
quite  fuperficial.  After  five  months  attendance,  during 
which  time  the  return  was  never  divided,  the  patient 
was  brought  to  Paris ;  where,  in  a  confutation  be¬ 
tween 


Prejudice  often  prevents  os  from  fee¬ 
ing  truth,  though  it  Hands  before  us: 
for  Mr.  Le  Dran,  though  he  fo  ftrongly 

re¬ 


tween  the  Meifieurs  Faget  and  Boudon,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  only  method  of  obtaining  a  cure  muft  be  by 
extirpating,  cutting  away  the  whole  extremity  of  the 
inteftine,  as  deep  as  it  was  laid  bare,  which  operation 
is  thus  defcribed, — “  Je  per^ai  d’  abord  le  return  de 
<c  droit  a  gauche,  avec  un  gros  ftilet  ;  avec  lequel  je 
fis  T  anfe.  Je  commensal  a  couper  le  Jambeau  de 
peau  qui  tenoit  au  coccyx,  &  je  continual  tout  le 
£c  long  d’  attache  des  mufcles  releveurs  jufqu’ala  partie 
<c  moyenne  du  perinee,  ou  il  y  avoit  beaucoup  de  du- 
rete,  &  de  callofitez,  que  j*  emportai,  je  panfai  la 
playe  avec  un  gros  bourdonnet,  &  des  lambeaux  de 
<c  linge  trempes  dans  1*  eau  alumineufe,  le  tout  foutenu 
par  plufieurs  compreffes  &  un  bandage  convenable. 
See/’ — Mr.  Faget  fays,  that  the  patient  was  fix 
months  longer  in  getting  well.  To  which  I  muft  take 
the  liberty  of  adding,  that  he  was  much  more  fortunate 
than  fome  whom  I  have  feen  under  the  fame  treatment. 
The  relator  in  the  reft  of  the  memoir  endeavours  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  method  by  which  the  new  anus  became  capa¬ 
ble  of  executing  the  office  of  the  old  one  ;  and  very 
juftly  feems  to  wonder  why  the  furgeon,  who  firft  had 
the  care  of  the  patient,  and  who  firft  opened  the  ab~ 
feeftes,  did  not  divide  the  return  in  each  of  them.  Mr. 
Faget’s  furprize,  and  his  cenfure  on  the  operator,  are 
certainly  well  founded  :  but  I  muft  own,  that  it  feems 
to  me  to  be  full  as  extraordinary,  that  he,  who  faw 
the  propriety  of  its  having  been  done  before,  fhould 
not,  at  leaft,  try  what  it  would  do  afterward.  If  this 
experiment  had  been  made,  and  the  cafe  properly  con¬ 
ducted,  I  make  little  doubt  that  the  patient  might  have 
been  cured  without  the  lofs  of  his  fundament.  A  Infs, 
which,  though  poftibly  in  youth  and  health  he  might 
not  be  fo  fenfible  of  as  to  alarm  him,  yet  in  age,  or  a 
ftate  of  debilty,  muft  prove  a  very  grievous  one. 


(  So  ) 

recommends  the  extirpation  of  a  portion 
of  the  inteftine,  yet  has  made  the  fame 
obfervation  on  thofe  fiftulae  which  run 
too  high  for  extirpation,  as  Mr.  De  la 
Faye :  he  has  very  juftly  remarked,  that 
they  will  do  well  without  fuch  operation : 
and  has  given  fo  good,  and  fo  true  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  matter,  that  it  is  amazing  he 
fhould  not  fee  that  the  fame  method  both 
of  reafoning  and  of  acting  was  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  both  cafes :  that  is,  to  thofe  fiftu¬ 
lae  which  do  not  extend  fo  high,  as  well  as 
to  thofe  which  do  :  he  fays, — <c  On  trouve 
<c  fouvent  des  finus  qui  montent  fort  haut 
€C  le  long  du  redhim  ;  &  me  me  vers  la 
cc  veffie,  dans  la  tiffu  cellulaire  qui  en- 
fc  tourre  ces  parties  :  finus  qui  femblent 
lc  devoir  rendre  ces  maladies  incurables, 
cc  parcequ’  ils  vont  plus  haut  que  le  doigt 
<c  ne  peut  aller.  Mais  1’experience  m’ap- 
cc  pris  que  ces  finus  fe  remplifferent 
<c  prefque  toujours  dans  les  fix  premiers 
<c  jours — ou  pour  parler  plus  juftement, 
<c  que  les  chairs  fe  rapprocherent,  n’ayant 
etes  qu’  ecartes  par  le  pus,  &  non  fon- 
iC  dues. — c  Sometimes  we  meet  with  fi- 
€  nufles,  which  run  fo  high  in  the  tela 
€  cellulofa,  along  the  re&um,  and  up  to- 
5  ward  the  bladder,  that  one  would  be  in- 

€  dined 


£  dined  to  believe  them  to  be  incurable* 
5  from  their  being  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
5  finger  but  I  have  learned  from  expe¬ 
rience* 

1  It  is  hardly  decent  for  a  furgeon  to  fay  it  ;  but  I  am 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  this  circumftance  of  the 
bn  us  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  finger,  is  the  very 
individual  one  on  which  the  expedition  of  the  cure 
(that  is,  the  ihortnefs  of  the  time,  in  which  Mr,  Le 
Dran  fays,  that  he  finds  thefe  cavities  filled  up)  de¬ 
pends.  For  if  they  were  within  the  reach  of  the  fin¬ 
ger  of  an  operator,  who  thinks  as  this  gentleman 
writes,  he  would  immediately  go  to  work  witli  his  in- 
ftruments,  and  if  he  did  nothing  worfe,  muft  necef- 
farily  prolong. — -It  has  always  been  a  very  generally  re¬ 
ceived  opinion,  that  if  the  hollow  of  the  linus  be  higher 
than  a  finger  in  ano  can  reach,  all  chimrgic  operation 
is  fruitlefs.  There  is  hardly  an  author,  ancient  or  mo¬ 
dern,  who  has  not  inculcated  this  dodlrine,  though 
daily  experience  might  have  convinced  them  of  its  falfe- 
hood. 

Among  the  reft,  Heifter  has  given  us  his  opinion  on 
this  fubjedt*  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner. — Et  fane 
nifi  digitus,  in  anum  depreffus,  fiftu Ise  os  attingere! 
€<:  valet,  verum  illud  adhuc  profundius  latet,  fine  vitae 
iC  periculo,  ob  metum  laedendarum  venarum  majorum, 
iC  fedlio  inftitui  nequit,;  adeoque  tunc  parum  plerum- 
que,  imo  vero  nihil  omnino  chirurgi  artificia  profit 
ciunt,  See.”  * 

This,  which,  as  I  have  obferved  before,  is  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  all  our  writers^  has  always  flood  upon  the 
fame  principle,  viz.  the  fear  of  haemorrhage  ;  and  all 
the  propagators  of  it  have  always  fuppofed,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  a  divifion  of  the  whole  linus  could  poftibly 
produce  a  cure;  which  fuppofition  is  by  no  means 
true. 

When  the  cafe  is  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  the  length  of  the  finus  muft  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  diftance  of  the  feat  of  fuch  abfeefs  from 
its  external  orifice  :  this  is  fometim'es  conftderable,  quite 
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c  Hence,  that  thefe  finuffes  fill  up  with- 

‘  in  the  firft  fix  days.— Or,  to  fpeak  more 

\ 

(  pro- 

out  of  the  reach  of  the  finger  in  ano ;  but  it  does  by 
no  means  follow,  that  either  this  finus  muft  be  divided 
through  its  whole  length  ;  or  that  the  difeafe  cannot  be 
cured  ;  and  therefore  that  it  is  better  not  to  meddle  with 
it  at  all.  Frequent  experience  proves  the  contrary.  If 
all  that  part  of  it,  which  is  within  the  reach  of  the  fin¬ 
ger  in  ano,  (that  is,  all  that  part  of  it  which  is  prin¬ 
cipally  affedted  by  the  adtion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  anus 
and  redtum)  be  fairly  divided  ;  if  the  wound  fo  made 
"be  drefied  in  fuch  manner  as  to  produce  no  inflamma¬ 
tory  irriration  ;  if  it  be  not  frequently  poked  into  and 
examined ;  and  the  patient’s  habit  be  properly  taken 
care  of,  the  length  of  the  finus  will  add  very  little  to 
the  difficulty  attending  the  cure;  all  that  is  out  of  reach 
will  collapfe  and  heal,  and  the  cafe  will  very  foon  be 
exadtly  the  fame  as  if  the  whole  hollow  was  within 
the  finger’s  length. 

The  probability  of  a  haemorrhage  from  the  large  vef- 
fels  about  the  upper  part  of  the  redfum,  is  a  thing 
which  ought  by  all  means  to  be  avoided,  as  it  might 
give  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  create  feme  hazard  ; 
but  the  operation,  which  would  induce  fuch  appehen- 
fion  being  quite  unnecefi'ary,  this  rifque  is  out  of  the 
queftion. 

The  1  aft-mentioned  author  (Heifter)  although  in 
general  a  very  exadt  and  careful  writer,  feems,  in  his 
obfervations  on  this  complaint,  rather  to  have  copied 
what  our  predeceflbrs  have  written  on  it,  than  to  have 
given  us  what  his  own  experience  might  have  furnifh- 
ed  him  with  :  the  latter  would  have  convinced  him 
that  all  his  preparation  by  bleeding,  purging,  &c.  be¬ 
fore  the  operation,  is  quite  unneceffary ;  that  the 
blind  fiftulse  are  very  little,  if  at  all,  more  difficult 
of  cure  than  the  open  ones ;  and  that  the  difeafe  in 
queftion  admits  of  being  treated,  and  cured  in  preg¬ 
nant  women,  as  perfedtly  and  as  eafily  as  in  thofe  who 
are  not  fo.  The  contrary  dodtrines  are  certainly  no 
rules  of  good  pradtice,  however  venerable  they  may  be 
from  their  antiquity. 
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*  properly,  that  the  membranes,  which 
£  have  been  only  feparated,  and  not  dif- 
c  folved,  by  the  matter,  again  approach 
4  each  other/ — 

1 

Can  any  man  give  a  more  rational,  or 
more  true  account  of  this  matter  ;  or  pro¬ 
duce  a  ftronger  argument  againft  cutting  out 
a  part  of  the  inteftine  ?  The  operator’s  fin¬ 
ger  cannot  reach  the  upper  part  of  the 
finus,  and  therefore  he  cannot  extirpate  : 
but  finufles,  which,  by  being  out  of 
reach,  cannot  be  extirpated,  do  well  with¬ 
out  it,  merely  by  the  help  of  nature, 
who,  when  the  matter  is  difcharged,  and 
fuch  an  opening  made,  as  prevents  any 
future  lodgment,  brings  the  fades  of  the 
cavity  together,  and  endeavours  thereby 
to  obliterate  it.  It  is  true,  that  fhe  can 
but  feldom  accomplifh  this  end  entirely; 

I  mean,  throughout  the  whole  length  of 
the  finus;  the  lower  part  generally  re¬ 
maining  open,  though  contracted  to  nar¬ 
row  compafs  :  this  it  is  mo  ft  frequently 
abfolutely  necef&ry  to  divide  in  order  to 
obtain  a  cure ;  but  that  part  of  the  faid 
finus,  (if  there  be  any)  which  is  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  inftrument  guided  by  the 
finger  in  ano,  is  not  a  matter  of  that  con- 

M  2  fequence. 
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fequence,  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  be.  If 
the  lower  part,  or  what  is  fairly  within 
reach,  be  divided,  fuch  divifion  will,  in 
moil  cafes,  which  are  curable  at  all,  be  ful¬ 
ly  fufficient  for  a  cure,  as  I  have  often  and 
often  experienced.  I  know,  that  this  is 
contrary  to  the  generally-received  doc¬ 
trine  ;  but  I  know  it  is  true ;  and  am 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  the  neceffity  of  laying  open  the 
whole  finus,  however  deep  it  may  run, 
has  contributed  greatly  to  the  fatigue  and 
hazard  which  many  people  have  unne- 
ceffarily  undergone  in  this  difeafe  :  It  has 
occafioned  fuch  poking  with  long  probes, 
and  fuch  cramming  in  of  tents  and  dref- 
fings,  as  have  proved  extremely  perni- 
cious,  and  brought  on  fymptoms  and 
trouble,  which  would  not  have  attended 
the  fame  cafes  under  other  manage¬ 
ment. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done 
with  this  part  of  my  fubjedt.  As  I  have 
given  my  opinion  fo  freely  concerning  the 
practice  of  excifion,  a  reprefentation  of 
the  inconveniences  likely  to  arife  from  it, 
might,  from  me  be  thought  to  be  an  ex- 
tggeration :  I  fhall  therefore  take  the  li¬ 
berty 


(  *5  ) 

berty  once  more  to  quote  Mr.  Le  Dran  j 
who,  confidered  as  a  patron  of  the  prao? 
tice,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  overcharge  it* 
Ke  fays, — cc  Cette  grande  playe  fera  dans 
tc  commencemens  pancee  comme  les  au~ 
u  tres  mais  quand  les  chairs  com  men  cent 
tc  a  fe  rapprocher  elie  demande  des  atten^ 

<c  tions  particulieres  ;  fans  lefquelles,  l’a- 
cc  nus  deviendroit  fi  etroit  que  les  excre- 
mens  ne  pourroient  y  paffer;  pour  pen 
<c  quJ  ils  ont  de  confidence.  II  faut  done 
alors  mettre  jufque  dans  le  reCtum  une 
■c  ten te  de  linge,  liffez,  affez  longue,  & 
“  affez  groffe  pour  entretenir  le  paffage. 

<c  II  faut  me  me  fur  le  fin,  fupplier  a 
<c  cette  tente,  par  une  efpece  de  fuppofi- 
<c  toire  d’  yvoire,  perce  en  forme  de  can- 
nule ;  &  avoir  foin  de  la  bien  affujettir 
<c  par  la  bandage,  a  fin  qus  elle  ne  forte 
<c  pas.  La  cicatrice  etant  faite,  il  faudra 
*e  que  le  malade  porte  cette  fuppolitoire 
C£  encore  pres  d’  un  an  ;  fans  quoi  la  ci- 
■c  catrice  fereroit  1’  anus  de  plus  en  plus.” 
— c  Th  is  large  wound  fliould  at  the  firft 
■  be  dreffed  like  any  other  but  when 

*  the  fides  begin  to  approach  each  other, 

<  it  will  then  demand  particular  attention, 

*  left  the  fundament  fhould  become  fo 

*  contracted,  that  the  feces,  if  they  he 
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€  at  all  hard,  cannot  be  expelled.  There- 

*  fore,  in  order  to  keep  the  paflage  of  a 

5  proper  lize,  a  fmooth  tent  made  of  lin- 
c  nen  (hould  be  introduced  •  which  tent 
c  fhould  be  of  fuch  a  fize  and  length, 
€  as  to  ferve  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is 

*  intended.  Toward  the  clofe  of  the 
€  cure,  in  the  place  of  this,  an  ivory  fup- 
€  pofitory,  made  in  the  form  of  a  cannu- 
c  la,  muft  be  fubftituted,  and  kept  con- 

6  ftantly  in  by  means  of  a  proper  bandage. 

4  Which  fuppofitory  muft  be  worn  for 

*  near  a  year  after  the  fore  is  per- 
€  fedtly  healed ;  otherwife  the  cicatrix 
c  will  contraft  the  anus  ftill  more  and 
£  more  every  day11/ 

This  is  what  is  called  cutting  for  a  fi- 
ftula  :  this  is  the  operation,  which,  they 
who  have  undergone  it,  do  fo  pathetical¬ 
ly  defcribe  and  lament;  and  what  they, 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  afflidted 
with  the  difeafe,  do  (from  the  account  of 
others)  fo  fearfully  dread.  It  is  true, 

that 

n  To  which  he  might  have  added,  that  when  all 
this  is  done,  and  every  precaution  of  this  kind  ufed  ; 
the  patient  will  always  find  it  difficult  and  painful,  and 
fometimes  abfolutely  impoflible  to  retain  a  loofe  ftool. — 
An  evil  ftill  greater  than  the  trouble  of  expelling  a 
hard  one. 


J 
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that  it  has  the  fanftion  of  feveral  eminent 
writers ;  that  it  is  praCtifed  by  many  fur** 
geons ;  and  that  it  is  recommended  and  ex¬ 
hibited  by  anatomico-chirurgical  teachers  $ 
but  notwithftanding  thefe  authorities,  I 
fhall  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  is  crueh 
unneceflary  and  wrong. 

That  by  thefe  means  abfceflTes  juxta 
anum,  and  Aftulas  in  ano,  (as  they  are 
called)  are  cured,  I  make  no  doubt  ; 
nay,  I  know  that  they  are  :  but  I  alfo 
know,  from  repeated  experience,  that 
they  are  curable  by  means,  which  are 
more  expeditious,  more  eafy,  and  neither 
hazardous  in  the  ufe,  nor  productive  of 
evil  in  the  event.  I  mean  by  mere  Am¬ 
ple  diviAon  of  all  that  part  of  the  Anus 
which  is  within  reach ;  by  foft,  gentle 
treatment  of  the  fore  after  fuch  opera¬ 
tion  >  and  by  proper  care  of  the  habit  m. 

The 

m  When  the  habit  is  out  of  order,  as  it  moft  fre¬ 
quently  is  in  perfons  afflidled  with  this  diforder,  if  re- 
courfe  be  not  had  to  internals,  the  furgeon  will  gain 
little  ground.  This  is  a  circumftance  which  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  be  attended  to  ;  and  it  is  in  fome  meafure  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  want  of  due  regard  to  it,  that  we  find  fuch  a 
farrago  of  different  dreffings  ;  fuch  remedies  for  fun¬ 
gous,  for  foul,  for  callous  fores,  &c.  Thefe  difeafed 
appearances  and  circumftances  rnoft  frequently  proceed 
from  diforders  in  the  habit  j  and  if  that  be  not  correct¬ 
ed* 


The  haemorrhage,  (to  fay  nothing  of 
the  pain)  which  now  and  then  attends 
the  extirpation  of  a  large  piece  of  the 
inteftine  and  fundament,  is  alarming, 
both  to  weak  minds,  and  to  weak  bodies  $ 
and  the  inconveniences  ariling  from  lofs 
of  fubftance  about  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
either  in  ftrong  exercife,  in  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  loofe  ftools,  or  the  expulfion  of 
hard  ones,  are  fo  great,  that  1  have  known 
feveral  people,  who  have  daily,  and  fin- 
cerely  wiftied  for  their  uncut  &(tu\x  a- 

gain  * 

/ 

ed,  the  fame  appearances  will  continue,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  our  efcharotics,  detergents,  digeftives,  incarna-^ 
lives,  &c.  &c.  Sec. 

In  cold,  debauched,  lax,  or  fluggifh  habits,  if  the 
patient  be  not  warmed  by  aromatics,  and  braced  by  the 
bark,  thefe  cafes  will  often  prove  tedious  and  trouble- 
fome. 

From  the  induration  of  the  parts  about  ;  from  the 
face  and  color  of  the  fore  ;  and  from  the  dilcoloured 
gleety  difeharge,  caliofity,  latent  mifehief,  and  undif- 
covered  finufles  will  be  fufpedled  ;  whereas,  in  truth, 
neither  one  nor  the  other  are  the  caule  of  fuch  difeafed 
appearances.  The  adminiferation  of  proper  remedies 
will  moft  commonly,  in  a  few  days,  produce  fuch  an 
alteration,  as  the  whole  art  of  furgery  could  not  (by 
mere  externals)  bring  about  in  as  many  weeks,  if  at 
all.  Many  and  many  a  fore  of  this  kind  have  I  feen 
brought  into  the  Hofpital,  which  has  had  all  thefe  dis¬ 
agreeable  appearances  ;  which  has  long,  and  fruitlefsly 
been  treated  with  all  the  variety  of  externals  ;  and  which 
a  decodtion  of  the  bark  and  rad,  ferpentarias  has,  in  a 
very  (hort  time,  put  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  not  to 
want  any  thing  but  dry  lint. 
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gain  ;  and  who,  either  from  pain,  or  un- 
cleanlinefs,  or  both,  have  been  rendered 
truly  unhappy. 

V 

In  Short,  I  can  venture  to  aflert,  from 
many  years  experience,  on  a  great  variety 
Oi  fubjedts,  that  when  the  difeafe  is  cura¬ 
ble  by  chirurgic  art,  the  method  which 
I  have  propofed,  will,  with  more  eafe, 
expedition,  and  certainty,  attain  that  end, 
than  the  method  by  extirpation  ;  and  that, 
without  producing  any  of  thofe  very  dif- 
agreeable  circumstances,  which  Mr.  Le 
Dran  has  fo  juftly  defcribed. 

And  for  the  truth  of  this  afiertion,  I 
appeal  to  all  thofe  (many  in  number) 
who  have,  for  thefe  ten  or  twelve  years 
paft,  attended  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospi¬ 
tal. 

.  SECT.  VI. 

HITHERTO  I  have  considered  the 
difeaf^  either  as  an  abfcefs,  from 
which  the  matter  has  been  let  out  by  an 
incifion,  made  by  a  furgeon  5  or  from 

N  >  which 
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which  the  contents  have  been  difcharged 
by  one  fingle  orifice,  formed  by  the  bur  fl¬ 
ing  of  the  fkin,  fomewhere  about  the 
fundament*— -I  am  now  to  take  notice  of 
it,  when,  inftead  of  one  fuch  opening, 
there  are  feverah 

This  date  of  the  cafe  generally  hap¬ 
pens  when  the  quantity  of  matter  collect¬ 
ed  has  been  large,  the  inflammation  of 
coniiderable  extent,  the  adipofe  mem¬ 
brane  very  doughy,  and  the  fkin  worn 
very  thin  before  it  burfl,— It  is  indeed  a 
circumdance  of  no  real  confequence  at 
all ;  but,  from  being  mifunder flood,  or 
not  properly  attended  to,  is  made  one  of 
additional  terror  to  the  patient,  and  ad¬ 
ditional  alarm  to  the  inexperienced  prac¬ 
titioner  ;  for  it  is  taught,  and  frequently 
believed,  that  each  of  thefe  orifices  is  an 
outlet  from,  or  leads  to,  a  didindt  fin  us,  or 
hollow ;  whereas  in  truth  the  cafe  is  rnofl 
commonly  quite  other  wife  ;  all  thefe 
openings  are  only  fo  many  didindt  Burd¬ 
in  gs  of  the  fkin  covering  the  matter ; 
and  do  all,  be  they  few,  or  many,  lead, 
and  open  immediately  into2  the  one  fingle 
cavity  of  the  abfcefs :  they  neither  indi- 

,  cate? 
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cate,  nor  lead  to,  nor  are  caufed  by  di- 
Hind:  finufes  ;  nor  would  the  appearance 
of  twenty  of  them  (if  poffible)  neceffarily 
imply  more  than  one  general  hollow. 

If  this  account  be  a  true  one,  it  will 
follow,  that  the  chirurgic  treatment  of 
this  kind  of  cafe  ought  to  be  very  little, 
if  at  all,  different  from  that  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  :  and  that  all  that  can  be  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  done,  muft  be,  to  divide  each  of 
thefe  orifices  in  fuch  manner  as  to  make 
one  cavity  of  the  whole.  This  the  probe- 
knife  will  eafily  and  expeditioufly  do  5  and 
when  that  is  done,  if  the  fore,  or  more 
properly  its  edges,  fhould  make  a  very 
ragged,  uneven  appearance,  the  removal 
of  a  fniail  portion  of  fuch  irregular  an¬ 
gular  parts,  will  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  making  room  for  the  application  of 
dreffings,  and  for  producing  a  fmooth, 
even  cicatrix,  after  the  fore  fhall  be  healed. 

When  a  confiderable  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  recently  let  out,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  parts  are  not  only  in  a  crude,  un« 
digefted  Hate  ;  but  have  not  yet  had  time 
to  collapfe,  and  approach  each  other  5  the 

N  2  in* 
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infide  of  fuch  cavity  will  appear  large* 
and  if  a  probe  be  pufhed  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  force,  it  will  pafs  in  more  than 
one  direction  into  the  cellular  membrane* 
by  the  fide  of  the  reCtum.  But  let  not 
the  unexperienced  practitioner  be  alarmed 
at  this,  and  immediately  fanfy  that  there 
are  fo  many  diflinCt  finufes  ;  neither  let 
him,  if  he  be  of  a  more  hardy  difpofi- 
tion,  go  to  work  immediately  with  his 
director,  knife,  or  fciffars :  let  him  in- 
large  the  external  wound  by  making  his 
incifion  freely  ;  let  him  lay  all  the  fepa- 
rate  orifices  open  into  that  cavity  5  let  him 
divide  the  intefline  lengthwife  by  means 
of  his  finger  in  ano  j  let  him  drefs  lightly 
and  eafily  ;  let  him  pay  proper  attention 
to  the  habit  of  the  patient  ;  and  wait,  and 
fee  what  a  few  days,  under  fuch  conduCt, 
will  produce.  By  this  he  will  frequently 
find,  that  the  large  cavity  of  the  abfcefs 
will  become  fmall  and  clean  ;  that  the  in¬ 
duration  round  about  will  gradually  leffen, 
that  the  probe  will  not  pafs  in  that  man¬ 
ner  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and  con- 
fequently  that  his  fears  of  a  multiplicity 
of  finufes  were  groundlefs.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  the  fore  be  crammed,  or  dref- 
fed  with  irritating,  or  efcharotic  medi¬ 
cines, 
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ernes,  all  the  appearances  will  be  different: 
the  hardnefs  will  increafe  ;  the  lips  of 
the  wound  will  be  inverted  ;  the  cavity 
of  the  fore  will  remain  large,  crude,  and 
foul ;  the  difeharge  will  be  thin,  gleety, 
and  difcoloured ;  the  patient  will  be  un  - 
eafy  and  feverifta  ;  and,  if  no  new  cavi¬ 
ties  are  formed  by  the  irritation  of  parts, 
and  confinement  of  matter,  yet  the  ori¬ 
ginal  one  will  have  no  opportunity  of 
contracting  itfelf,  and  may  very  pofiibly 
become  truly  fiftulous. 

I  will  not  fay,  that  there  never  is  more 
than  one  finus,  running  along  the  fide  of 
the  inteftine  (I  mean,  on  the  fame  fide); 
but  I  will  venture  to  affert,  that  for  one 
inftance,  in  which  the  cafe  is  really  fo, 
forty  are  fuppofed,  and  talked  of.  Dff 
ftinCt  and  feparate  openings  in  the  fkin, 
from  the  fame  cavity,  or  finus,  are  com¬ 
mon,  but  perfectly  diftinCt  finufes,  run¬ 
ning  along  the  inteftine,  on  the  fame  fide, 
is  very  far  from  being  common  ;  it  is  a 
very  uncommon  cafe. 

I  should  be  forry  to  have  fuch  a  miff 
conftruCtion  put  upon  what  I  have  faid, 
as  to  have  it  fuppofed,  that  I  made  light 

of 
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of  a  difeafe,  which  every  body  knows  h 
fometimes  attended  with  very  troublefome 
circumftances :  or  that  I  make  pretenfion 
to  any  particular  fecret  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  it :  or  that  I  think  myfelf  more  ca- 
pable  of  conducting  it  than  the  generality 
of  practitioners  :  as  none  of  thefe  are 
true,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  have  them  im¬ 
puted  to  me.  I  do  allow,  (what  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  true)  that  this  difeafe,  in  fome 
conftitutions,  and  under  fome  circum¬ 
ftances,  will  engage  the  attention,  and  ex- 
ercife  the  judgment  of  the  beft  and  moft 
able  practitioner ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  mu  ft  repeat,  that  a  great  deal  of  the  trou¬ 
ble,  which  it  is  fometimes  attended  with, 
does  not  arife  from  the  difeafe  itfelf,  but 
from  mifconception,  and  improper  treat¬ 
ment.  \ 

I  have  freely,  and  without  referve  re¬ 
lated  that  method  of  treatment,  which  I 
have  found  to  be  moft  fuccefsful,  nor  do 
1  know  any  applications,  which  are  at  all 
fpecific,  or  more  proper  for  this  kind 
of  fore  than  for  all  others,  in  parts  of 
the  fame  ftruCture  :  the  moft  Ample, 
and  they  which  give  the  leaft  pain,  are 
the  beft:  neither  thefe,  nor  mere  dry 

lint. 
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lint,  (hould  ever  be  introduced  in  larger 
quantity  than  can  be  admitted,  and  borne 
with  eafe ;  that  the  fore  may  not  be  di- 
ftended,  but  a  fair  opportunity  given  to 
nature  to  contradt  it  gradually. 

Thts  every  pradtitioner  may  be  capa* 
pable  of  executing,  fince  it  confifls  more 
in  abftaining  from  doing  mifchief,  than 
in  doing  any  thing  which  may  require 
particular  judgment  or  dexterity.  It  is 
true,  that  the  method  which  I  have  pro- 
pofed,  will  confiderably  leffen  the  chirur- 
gic  apparatus  of  inftruments  and  d  refi¬ 
lings  ;  but  it  will  be  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs  $  and  produce  that  which  every  pa¬ 
tient  has  a  right  to  expedt  from  his  fur- 
geon  $— a  firm  cure,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  and  with  the  leaft  poffible  fatigue. 


It  fo  me  times  happens,  that  the  matter 
of  an  abfcefs,  formed  juxta  anum,  inftead 
of  making  its  way  out  through  the  fkin, 
externally  near  the  verge  of  the  anus,  or 
in  the  buttock,  pierces  through  the  inte- 
ftine  only.  This  is  what  is  called  a  blind, 
internal  fiftula :  Fiflule  borgne  interne . 


In 
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In  this  cafe,  after  the  difcharge  has 
been  made,  the  greater  part  of  the  tume¬ 
faction  fubfides,  and  the  patient  becomes 
eafier.  If  this  does  not  produce  a  cure, 
which  fometimes,  though  very  feldom, 
happens,  fome  fmall  degree  of  induration 
generally  remains  in  the  place  where  the 
original  tumour  was  ;  upon  preffure  on 
this  hardnefs,  a  fmall  difcharge  of  mat¬ 
ter  is  frequently  made  per  anum ;  and 
fometimes  the  expulfion  of  air  from  the 
cavity  of  the  abfcefs  into  that  of  the  in- 
teftine,  may  very  palpably  be  felt,  and 
clearly  heard  :  the  (tools,  particularly  if 
hard,  and  requiring  force  to  be  expelled, 
are  fometimes  fmeared  with  matter  ;  and 
although  the  patient,  by  the  burfting  of 
the  abfcefs,  is  relieved  from  the  acute 
pain,  which  the  collection  occafioned  ;  yet 
he  is  feldom  perfectly  free  from  a  dull 
kind  of  uneafinefs,  especially  if  he  fit  for 
any  confiderable  length  of  time  in  one 
pofture.  The  real  difference  between  this 
kind  of  cafe,  and  that  in  which  there  is  an 
external  opening  (with  regard  to  method 
of  cure)  is  very  immaterial ;  for  an  exter¬ 
nal  opening  muft  be  made,  and  then  all 
difference  ceafes.  In  this,  as  in  the  for¬ 
me  r? 
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Frier,  no  cure  can  reafonably  be  expeded, 
until  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs,  and  that 
of  the  redtum,  are  made  one  3  and  the 
only  difference  is,  that  in  the  one  cafe 
we  have  an  orifice  at  or  near  the  verge  of 
the  anus,  by  which  we  are  immediately 
enabled  to  perform  that  neceffary  opera* 
tion;  in  the  other,  we  mud  make  one. 

Some  of  the  bed  of  the  modern  wri¬ 
ters  have,  I  think,  reprefented  this  date 
of  the  difeafe,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  make 
it  feem  to  labour  under  difficulties,  which 
I  cannot  fay,  that  I  ever  found  it  really 
did  ;  and  have  thereby  thrown  the  appear- 
ance  of  obfcurity  and  trouble  on  what  is 
generally  dear  and  eafy. 

In  Mr.  De  la  Faye’s  very  excellent 
notes  on  Dionis,  is  the  following  paffage. 
tc  Lorfque  les  fiftules  n  ont  pas  d’  Oliver- 
ture  externe,  Sc  que  rien  ne  defigne  le 
sc  lieu  ou  il  faut  faire  Y  operation,  il  y  a 
u  deux  moyens  de  le  decouvrir.  Le  pre- 
cf  mier  eft  de  1*  invention  de  feu  Mr.  Thi- 
cf  baut,  qui  portoit  le  doigt  index  dans 
4£  F  anus,  &  le  recourboit  ;  enfuite  en  le 
ec  tirant  un  peu  a  lui,  pour  ramenir  a 
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cc  I*  exterieur  le  foyer  de  la  matiere;  tan- 
€£  dis  qu5  il  prefifoit  avec  un  autre  doigt 
<c  les  environs  du  fondement :  la  douleur 
<c  qu*  il  caufoit  au  malade  marquoit  le 
cc  lieu  ou  il  falloit  faire  Y  incifion  pour 
<c  rendre  la  fiftule  complette.  Le  fecond 
<c  eft  de  Mr.  Petit,  qui  met  dans  V  anus 
<c  pendant  24  heures  une  ten te  qui  tou- 
<c  chant  T  ouverture  de  la  fiftule,  empeche 
4C  le  pus  de  s’  ecouier,  &  le  ramaffe  en 
iC  aflez  grande  quantite  pour  faire  a  P  ex- 
cc  terieur  une  tumeur,  qu’  indique  le  lieu 
€c  ou  il  faut  faire  V  operation.5' — c  When 
c  fiftulae  have  no  external  opening,  and 
c  there  is  no  mark  whereby  to  diftin- 
€  guifh  the  place  where  the  operation 
c  ought  to  be  performed,  there  are  two 
*  methods  of  difcovering  it :  the  firft  is 
c  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Thibaut,  who  put 
c  his  fore-finger  into  the  rectum,  and 
c  curving  it,  endeavoured  to  bring  the 
c  foyer,  that  is,  the  hollow  which  fur- 
c  nifties  the  matter,  nearer  to  the  external 
‘  part  of  the  fundament ;  while,  with  his 
c  other  finger,  he  prefled  all  the  parts 
‘  round  about :  the  pain  which  he,  by 
c  thefe  means,  gave  to  the  patient,  marked 
c  out  the  place  where  the  incifion  ought 
c  to  be  made,  in  order  to  render  the  fi- 

6  ftula 
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*  flula  complete.  The  fecond  method  is 
€  that  of  Mr.  Petit.  He  put  into  the 
c  anus,  for  the  fpaceof  twenty-four  hours, 

a  tent,  which,  by  flopping  up  the  ori- 
f  fice  of  the  fiflula,  hinder'd  the  matter 
4  from  running  out  into  the  cavity  of  the 
c  gut,  and  forced  it  to  be  collefted  in 
;c  fuch  quantity  as  to  form  an  external  tu- 
c  mefadlion,  fufficient  to  indicate  the  place 
x  where  the  operation  ought  to  be  per- 
c  formed/ 

The  former  of  thefe,  as  far  as  it  de¬ 
pends  on  that  fingle  circumflance,  that  the 
point  where  the  pain  is  felt  is  the  exadt 
place  where  the  opening  ought  to  be 
made,  is  by  no  means  to  be  depended  up¬ 
on  :  the  latter  method  is  operofe,  trouble- 
fome,  and  in  general  very  infufficient  for 
the  purpofe.  If  the  orifice  through  which 
the  matter  has  made  its  way,  lies  high 
in  the  intelline,  a  tent  cannot  be  intro¬ 
duced  fo  as  to  prefs  againft  it  fufficiently, 
unlefs  it  be  fo  long,  and  fo  large,  as  to 
occupy  the  whole  cavity  of  the  gut. 
How  fatiguing,  and  how  difficult  the  re¬ 
tention  of  this  for  twenty-four  hours  mud 
be  to  many  people,  is  eafy  to  imagine : 
if  the  orifice  be  near  to  the  fundament,  in 
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the  lower  part  of  the  inteftine,  the  poffi- 
bility  of  doling  it  may  be  fomewhat 
greater,  but  the  inconvenience  mud  be 
nearly  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

In  fhort,  not  to  enter  farther  into  this 
totally  unneceffary  kind  of  practice  ;  I 
would  advife  the  man  who  thinks  to  try 
it,  to  confider  the  ftriCiure  made  by  the 
contraction  of  the  verge  of  the  anus  ^  the 
expanfion  of  the  cavity  of  the  gut,  imme¬ 
diately  above  that  ftricturej  the  great  dila- 
tability  of  the  membranes  of  the  inteftine, 
and  the  uneven,  wrinkled  ftate  in  which  it 
rnuft  neceftaniy  be  ^  and  then  to  refleCt 
how  very  unlikely  it  is,  that  he  fhould, 
without  filling  the  whole  cavity,  ftop,  or 
block  up  a  final  1  breach,  whofe  cxaCt  fitu- 
ation  he  cannot  know,  or  learn. 

It  is  true,  that  by  difcharge  of  the 
matter  into  the  cavity  of  the  inteftine, 
the  fluctuation  of  it  within  the  abfcefs  is 
no  more  to  be  felt  the  tenfion  ceafes ; 
the  tumor,  in  great  meafure,  fubfides ; 
and  confequently  all  thefe  indications  of 
its  fituation  difappear ,  but  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  ever  to  have  feen  a  fingle  cafe 
. .  . .  *  of 
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of  this  kind,  in  which  there  was  not  in 
the  buttock,  or  near  to  the  verge  of  the 
anus,  either  a  remaining  difcoloration  of 
the  fkin  ;  or  a  hardnefs,  or  fomefching 
by  which  the  finger  of  a  careful,  judicious 
examiner  could  clearly  and  certainly  find 
where  the  difeafe  was.  Each  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  juft  mentioned  do  as  certainly 
point  out  where  the  hollow  leading  to  the 
finus  is,  as  the  fluctuation  of  the  matter 
did,  before  the  cavity  burft  ;  and  a  knife 
or  lancet  plunged  into  this  (provided  it 
be  pufhed  deep  enough)  will  never  fail  to 
enter  the  faid  hollow.  When  this  is  done, 
the  cafe  becomes  what  is  commonly  cal¬ 
led  complete,  and  mu  ft  be  treated  accor- 
©  > 


SECT.  VII. 

I  Come  now  to  that  date  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  which  may  truly  and  properly  be 
called  fiflulous.  This  is  generally  de¬ 
fined,  finus  anguftus,  callofus,  profundus; 
acri  fanie  diffluens :  or,  as  Dionis  tran- 
flates  it,  ec  Un  ulcere  profond,  &  caver- 
■c  neux,  dont  V  entree  eft  etroite,  &  le 
fond  plus  large  ;  avec  iffue  d’  un  pus 
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acre  &  virulent ;  &  accompagne  de 
eallofttesV 


Various  caufes  may  produce,  or  con- 
cur  in  producing,  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  parts 
concerned,  as  will  conftitute  a  fiftula,  in 
the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word  3  that  is,  a 
deep,  hollow  fore  or  finus,  all  parts  of 
which  are  fo  hardned,  or  fo  difeafed  as 
to  he  ahfolutely  incapable  of  being  heal¬ 
ed,  while  in  that  ftate  5  and  from  which 
a  frequent  or  daily  difcharge  is  made  of  a 
thin,  difcolour’d  fanies,  or  fluid. 


Thefe  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  divi¬ 
ding  into  two  dalles,  viz.  thofe  which 
are  the  effedt  of  negledt,  diftempered  ha¬ 
bit,  or  of  bad  management  5  and  which 
may  be  called,  without  any  great  impro¬ 
priety,  local  difeafes :  and  thofe  which  are 
the  confequence  of  disorders,  whofe  ori¬ 
gin  and  feat  is  not  in  the  immediate  finus 
or  fiftula,  but  in  parts  more  or  lefs  diftant ; 
and  which  therefore  are  not  local  com- 


The  natures  and  characters  of  thefe  are 
cbvioufly  different  by  defcription  j  but 
they  are  ftill  more  fo  in  their  moil  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  event:  the  former  being  generally 
curable  by  proper  treatment ;  the  latter 
frequently  not  fo,  by  any  means  what¬ 
ever. 

Under  the  former,  I  reckon  all  fuch 
cafes  as  were  originally  mere  collections 
of  matter  within  the  coats  of  the  inte- 
ftine  reCtum,  or  in  the  cellular  membrane 
furrounding  the  laid  gut  :  but  which,  by 
being  long  negleCted,  grofsly  mifmanaged, 
or  by  happening  in  habits  which  were  dis¬ 
ordered,  and  for  which  diforders  no  pro¬ 
per  remedies  were  adminiftred,  fuffer  fuck 
alteration,  and  get  into  fuch  State,  as  to  de- 
ferve  the  appellation  of  fifiiulas. 

Under  the  latter  are  comprized,  all 
thofe  cafes  in  which  the  difeafe  has  its 
origin  and  firffc  feat  in  the  higher  and 
more  diftant  parts  of  the  pelvis ;  about 
the  os  facrum,  lower  vertebrae  of  the  loins, 
and  parts  adjacent  thereto  ;  and  are  either 
ftrumous,  or  the  confequence  of  long 
and  much  diftempered  habits :  or  the  ef¬ 
fect  of,  or  combined  with,  other  diftem- 
pers,  local,  or  general ;  fuch  as  a  difeafed 
neck  of  the  bladder,  or  proftate  gland, 

or 
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6r  urethra  :  the  lues  venerea,  cancers,  &c. 
&c.  8cc. 

Among  the  very  low  people,  who  are 
brought  into  hofpitals,  we  frequently  meet 
with  cafes  of  the  former  kind :  cafes, 
Which  at  firft  were  mere  fimple  abfceffes, 
but  which  from  uncleanlinefs,  from  in¬ 
temperance,  negligence,  and  diftempered 
conftitutions,  become  fuch  kind  of  fores  as 
may  be  called  fiftulous. 

In  thefe  the  art  of  furgery  Is  undoub¬ 
tedly,  in  fome  meafure,  and  at  fome  time, 
neceffary  ;  but  it  very  feldom  is  the  fir  ft, 
or  principal  fountain,  from  whence  re¬ 
lief  is  to  be  fought :  the  general  effects 
of  intemperance,  debauchery,  and  difeafes 
of  the  habit,  are  firft  to  be  corrected,  and 
removed  before  furgery  can,  with  pro¬ 
priety,  or  with  reafonable  profped  of  ad¬ 
vantage,  be  made  ufe  of.  If  the  patient 
be  infeded  with  the  lues  venerea,  that  mufi: 
firft  be  cured  ;  if  he  be  anafarcous,  or 
leucophlegmatic,  that  indifpofition  mufi: 
be  correded  ;  if  he  be  feverifh,  that  heat 
mufi:  be  calmed ;  and  if  he  labour  under 
any  of  the  general  ill  efFeds  arifing  from 
foul  fkin,  dirty  cloathing,  unclean,  and 

un- 
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nnwholefome  lodging,  &c.  producing 
pallid  countenance,  undue  fecretions,  lofs 
of  appetite,  oedematous  legs,  intermit¬ 
tent  fevers,  & c.  the  date  of  blood,  which 
always  accompanies  fuch  complaints,  muff 
be  amended  before  furgery  can  be  ad- 
minider’d  to  any  good  purpofe.  If  knife, 
caudic,  or  whatever  other  external  means 
are  thought  proper  to  be  ufed,  be  applied 
before  fuch  general  evils  have  been  cor- 
redled,  they  will  do  little,  or  no  good  ;  and 
may  do  much  mifchief.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  when  the  lues  is  corrected  ;  when  the 
patient  is  cool,  and  gets  good  deep  ;  when 
the  fecretion  of  urine  is  fo  re-eflabliihed, 
the  general  abforbent  faculty  fo  redor’d, 
and  the  folids  fo  braced,  that  the  legs 
ceafe  to  fwell,  and  the  patient  recovers  his 
natural  appetite  and  complexion,  we  find 
the  local  difeafe,  indead  of  handing  hill, 
has  aimed  always  made  great  advances  to¬ 
wards  being  cured,  by  being  altered  in 
all  the  principal  circumdances  of  indura¬ 
tion,  crudity,  gleet,  &c.  Whatever  chi- 
rurgic  operation  or  treatment  may  now  be 
neceffary,  will  in  all  probability  fuceeed 
immediately;  whereas  all  our  attempts 
before  fuch  care,  do,  and  mud  prove 
fruitlefs. 

P  The 
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The  furgery  required  in  thefe  cafes 
con  fills  in  laying  open,  and  dividing  the 
fin  us,  or  finufes,  in  fuch  manner  that 
there  may  be  no  poffible  lodgment  for 
matter,  and  that  fuch  cavities  may  be 
fairly  opened  lengthways  into  that  of  the 
inteftine  redtum  :  if  the  internal  parts 
of  thefe  hollows  are  hard,  and  do  not 
yield  good  matter,  which  is  fometimes 
the  cafe,  more  efpecially  where  attempts 
have  been  made  to  cure  by  injecting  aftrin* 
gent  liquors,  fuch  parts  fhouid  be  light¬ 
ly  fcratched,  or  fcarified,  with  the  point 
of  a  knife  or  lancet,  but  not  drefied  with 
efcharotics  ;  and  if  either  from  the  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  external  orifices,  or  from  the 
loofe,  flabby,  hardned,  or  inverted  ftate 
of  the  lips  and  edges  of  the  wound  near 
to  the  fundament,  it  feems  very  impro¬ 
bable,  that  they  can  be  got  into  fuch  a 
ftate  as  to  heal  fmooth  and  even,  fuch 
portion  of  them  fhouid  be  cut  off,  as 
may  juft  ferve  that  purpofe.  The  dref- 
fings  fhouid  be  foft,  eafy,  and  light  j  and 
the  whole  intent  of  them  to  produce  fuch 
fuppu ration  as  may  foften  the  parts,  and 
may  bring  them  into  a  ftate  fit  for  heal- 

ing' 
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If  a  loofe,  fungous  kind  of  flefh  has 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  infide  of  the  finus, 

(a  thing  much  talked  of,  and  very  feldom 
met  with)  a  flight  touch  of  the  lunar 
cauftic  will  reduce  it  fooner,  and  with 
better  effedt  on  the  fore*  than  any  other 
efcharotic  whatever. 

The  method  and  medicines,  by  which  f 
the  habit  of  the  patient  was  corrected, 
muft:  be  continued,  (at  leaft,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree)  through  the  whole  cure  5  and  all 
thofe  exceffes  and  irregularities,  which 
may  have  contributed  to  injure  it,  muft 
be  avoided. 

By  thefe  means,  cafes  which  at  fir  ft 
have  a  mod  difagreeable  and  formidable 
afpeet,  are  frequently  brought  into  fuch 
ftate  as  to  give  very  little  trouble  in  the 
healing. 

More  trouble  muft  be  fuppofed  to 
attend  this  kind  of  cafe,  than  does  a 
mere  Ample,  recent  abfcefs ;  and  more 
time  will  neceffarily  be  required  to  bring 
the  parts  into  a  kindly  ftate  j  but  under 
proper  condudt,  they  will  in  general  be 
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found  to  do  well,  without  any  of  thofe 
operations,  which  mankind  have  iuch 
dread  of,  and  which  are  in  general  taught 
and  pradifed. 

If  the  bad  date  of  the  fore  arifes 
merely  from  the  improper  manner'  in 
which  it  may  have  been  treated  ;  I  mean, 
from  its  having  been  crammed,  irritated, 
and  eroded  ;  the  method  of  obtaining  re¬ 
lief  is  fo  obvious,  as  hardly  to  peed  re¬ 
cital* 

A  patient,  who  has  been  fo  treated, 
has  generally  fome  degree  of  fever,  has 
a  pulfe  which  is  too  hard,  and  too  quick | 
is  thirfty,  and  does  not  get  his  due  quan¬ 
tity  of  natural  reft.  A  fore,  which  has 
been  fo  dreffed,  has  generally  a  confidera- 
ble  degree  of  inflammatory  hardnefs  round 
about ;  the  lips  and  edges  of  it  are  tumid, 
full,  inflamed,  and  fometimes  inverted  ;  the 
whole  verge  of  the  anus  is  fwollen,  the 
hemorrhoidal  veflels  are  loaded  ;  the  dif- 
charge  from  the  fore  is  large,  thin,  and 
diicoloured  ;  and  all  the  lower  part  of  the 
redum  participates  of  the  inflammatory 
irritation,  producing  pain,  bearing-down, 
tenefmus,  &c.  Contraria  contrariis  is 


never 


•  (  J°9  ) 

never  more  true  than  in  this  indance : 
the  painful,  uneafy  date  of  the  fore,  and 
of  the  reCtum,  is  the  great  caufe  of  all  the 
mifchief,  both  general  and  particular  $ 
and  the  firft  intention  mud  be  to  alter 
that.  All  efcharotics  mud  be  thrown 
out,  and  difufed  $  and  in  lieu  of  them,  a 
foft  digedive  {hould  be  fubdituted,  in 
fuch  manner  as  not  to  caufe  any  didention 
or  to  give  any  uneafinefs  from  quantity  ; 
over  which,  a  pultice  fhould  be  applied  $ 
thefe  dreffings  fhould  be  renewed  twice  a 
day  j  and  the  patient  fhould  be  enjoined 
abfolute  red.  At  the  fame  time  atten¬ 
tion  fhould  be  paid  to  the  general  didur- 
bance  which  the  former  treatment  may 
have  created.  Blood  fhould  be  drawn  off 
from  the  fanguine  ;  the  feverifh  heat  fhould 
be  calmed  by  proper  medicines  5  the  lan¬ 
guid  and  low  fhould  be  afiided  with  the 
bark  and  cordials ;  and  eafe  in  the  part 
mud  at  all  events  be  obtained  by  the  in¬ 
jection  of  anodyne  glyders  of  darch  and 
opium. 

If  the  finus  has  not  yet  been  laid  open, 
and  the  bad  date  of  parts  is  occafioned  by 
the  introduction  of  tents  imbued  with  ef¬ 
charotics,  or  by  the  injection  of  adringent 
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liquors,  (the  one  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
callofity,  the  other  for  the  drying  up 
gleet  and  humidity)  no  operation  of  any 
kind  fhould  be  attempted  until  both  the 
patient,  and  the  parts  are  eafy,  cool,  and 
quiet  :  cataplafm,  glyfters,  reft,  and  pro¬ 
per  medicines  muft  procure  this  ;  and 
when  that  is  accomplished,  the  operation 
of  dividing  the  finus,  and  (if  neceftary)  of 
removing  a  Small  portion  of  the  ragged 
edges,  may  be  executed,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  On 
the  contrary,  if  fuch  operation  be  per¬ 
formed  while  the  parts  are  in  a  ftate  of 
inflammation,  the  pain  will  be  great,  the 
fore  for  feveral  days  very  troublefome,  and 
the  cure  prolonged,  or  retarded,  inftead 
of  being  expedited. 

Particular,  individual  cafes  may 
require  little  particularities,  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  ;  but  what  I  have  drawn  is  the  ge-^ 
neral  out-line.  In  this,  as  in  moft  parts 
of  phyfic  and  furgery,  the  firft  and  great 
objedt  is,  to  know  what  the  intention  is, 
which  ought  to  be  purfued  ;  when  that 
is  clear  and  determined,  a  man  of  any  de¬ 
gree  of  knowledge  will  feldom  be  at  a 
lofs  for  materials  wherewith  to  execute  it. 

Ae  SCESSES, 
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Abscesses,  and  collections  of  difeafed 
fluids,  are  frequently  formed  about  the 
lumbal  vertebra?,  under  the  pfoas  mufcle ; 
and  near  to  the  os  facrum :  in  which 
cafes,  the  faid  bones  are  fometimes  ca¬ 
rious,  or  otherwife  difeafed.  Thefe  fome- 
times  form  finufes,  which  run  down  by 
the  fide  of  the  rectum,  and  burft  near  to 
the  fundament. 

The  difcharges  from  thefe  are  general¬ 
ly  large,  foetid,  thin,  and  fharp ;  it  is 
therefore  no  wonder,  that  the  finufes,  by 
which  they  are  made,  together  with  the 
orifices  thereof,  become  hard  and  callous  | 
that  is,  truly  fifiulous:  but  it  muft  be  ob¬ 
vious  to  every  one,  who  will  confider  it, 
that  the  chimrgic  treatment  of  thefe  fores 
and  finufes  can  be  of  very  little  confe- 
quence  towards  curing  the  difeafes  from 
whence  they  arife  :  their  feat  is  generally 
out  of  the  reach  either  of  our  infiru-t 
ments,  or  our  applications ;  and  their  na¬ 
ture  is  not  frequently  found  to  be  capable 
of  being  altered  by  medicine.  However 
that  may  be,  certain  it  is,  that  what  ad¬ 
vantage  a  perfon  in  fuch  circumftances  is  at 
all  likely  to  receive,  is  not  derivable  from 
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forgery,  but  muft  be  from  medicine,  or  from 
more  powerful  nature, 

Perfons  who  have  long  laboured  under 
what  is  commonly  called  a  cachectic  habit, 
have  fornetimes  large  collections  of  mat* 
ter  formed  in  the  cellular  membrane  with¬ 
in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  which,  like 
the  preceding,  form  finufes,  and  burft 
their  way  out  near  the  anus,  Thefe  fi¬ 
nufes,  from  the  nature  of  the  difcharge; 
from  the  depth  of  the  feat  of  the  difeafe^ 
and  from  the  length  of  time,  which  the 
drain  continues,  do  almoft  neceflarily  be¬ 
come  fiftulous.— Such  collections  do  forne¬ 
times  prove  falutary  crifes ;  though  much 
more  frequently  they  haften  the  patient's 
difiblution:  but  be  the  event  which  it  may, 
although  the  fore  is  certainly  fiftulous,  yet 
can  the  art  of  forgery  do  very  little,  if 
any  material  fervice.  If  the  event  be  good, 
the  crills  muft  be  far  advanced,  and  very 
nearly  determined,  before  any  operation, 
or  even  drefllng  (except  what  is  fuperfi- 
cial,  and  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  clean- 
linefs)  can  be  of  any  ufe;  and  if  the  dis¬ 
charge  proves  too  much  for  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient,  it  is  pretty  clear,  that  neither 
the  art  of  forgery,  nor  indeed  any  other, 
can  avail  him.  On 
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On  the  other  hand,  if  it  fo 
that  nature  is  fo  powerful,  that  by 
of  the  drain,  She  can  free  the  habit 
its  former  difeafed  Hate ;  or  if  by  the 
of  medicine,  fuch  alteration  can  fee 
brought  about,  the  fiftula  will  not  prove 
very  troublefome  :  for  the  fame  alteration, 
at  leaft  in  fome  degree,  will  be  found  to 
have  been  made  in  that ;  and  if  it  be  not 
brought  thereby  abfolutely  into  a  healing 
Slate,  yet  it  will  be  found  to  be  lo  much 
altered  in  its  principal  circumftances, 
the  common  method,  already  laid 

will  be  fully  fufficient  for  the  completion 
of  a  cure. 


We  are  by  authors  very  frequently  ad- 
vifed  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  the  cure  of 
thefe  cafes ;  as  the  continuance  of  the  dis¬ 
charge  may  prove  beneficial  to  the  patient. 
That  thefe  difcharges  are  now  and  then 
of  great  advantage,  is  beyond  all  doubt  j 
but  very  happily  for  fuch  patients,  the 
healing  or  not  healing  thefe  fores  is  very 
feldom  within  our  determination.  We 
may  indeed  (and  I  fear,  often  do)  by  in¬ 
discreet  condudt,  prevent  a  fore  from  heal¬ 
ing,  when  it  is  nature’s  intention  that  it 
Should  be  healed ;  but  when  She  finds 
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herfelf  relieved,  or  benefited  by  a  dif- 
charge  of  this  kind,  fhe  will  generally 
continue  It,  in  fpite  of  our  molt  officious 
endeavours  to  the  contrary* 

Cancers  and  cancerous  fores  are  fome- 
times  formed  in  the  cavity,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  redtum,  and  funda¬ 
ment  :  in  which  they  make  moft  terrible 
havock,  and  afford  moft  melancholy  fpec- 
tacles* 

As  I  do  not  know  what  will  cure  a 
cancer,  I  leave  the  difcuffion  of  this  to 
thofe  who  fay  that  they  do ;  moft  fincere- 
ly  wifhing,  that  it  was  in  my  power  to 
fay,  that  I  had  once  in  my  life  known 
them  to  have  fulfilled  their  promife. 

Fiftulous  fores,  finufes,  and  indurations 
about  the  anus,  which  are  confequences  of 
difeafes  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
urethra,  called  fiftulse  in  perineo,  require 
feparate,  and  particular  confideration. 

In  thefe  the  external  openings,  with 
the  finufes  leading  from  them  into  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  are  the  leaft  part  of  the 
complaint:  the  ftridlure  in  the  urethra, 
the  induration  of  the  whole  neck  of  the 
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bladder ;  the  hardned,  fungous,  Inlarged, 
or  ulcerated  ftate  of  the  proftate  gland  5 
the  difeafes  of  the  verumontanum,  of  the 
veficuke  feminales,  and  vafa  deferentia, 
are  the  great  and  principal  objects  of  confix 
deration. 

A  very  ferious  confideration  they  cer¬ 
tainly  make.  Great  and  manifold  are  the 
miferies  which  are  derived  to  mankind 
from  thefe  caufes;  and  much  more  dili¬ 
gent  inquiry  do  they  deferve,  than  they 
have  yet  met  with  :  but  as  they  do  not 
immediately  belong  to  my  prefent  fubje<ft, 
I  muft  omit,  or,  at  leaft,  to  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  defer,  entering  into  them. 


FINIS . 

\  ■ 


\ 


.*( 


I 


A 


1 


Q-  •  • 


% 


»  ;  •  >  ;•  ••  -  *  ^ 

e  ■■  *  • 

r  „  • «  > 

\ 

+*  -  >  A  J  a  '*  < 


",  t  .  Vi 
*  -  i  .3ft 


/'■ 


% 


. 


)' 


v 


^  *•■  <*  •» 


■ij 


* 


/ 


